Unit 12i: Country Area Studies--Indonesian Archipelago

Unit 12i: Country Area Studies--Brunei,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Papua New Guinea,
Singapore

Objectives

At the end of this unit, you wll

Be aware of the following

Hi gh percentage of Muslins in |Indonesia

Syncretistic nature of nmuch of I ndonesian Mislim
practice

Cl ose association of H nduismw th Bal
Hi ndrances to gender equality in Indonesia

| npact of nongover nnental agencies in providing
education for disabled Indonesian people

Close ethnic-religious identity in Ml aysian society

Cl ose governnent surveillance of fundanentali st
| slamic sects in Ml aysia, |Indonesia, and Singapore

ldentify

Tudong

Abangan, santri

Pancasi |l a

Kartini Day

Suharto

Cestapu affair

Pi dgi n | anguage

Si ngapore Muslim Religious Counci
NGO

Realize

Wrld influence of Brunei due to its rich oil and
natural gas reserves

Concern of Indonesia archipelago countries for
| sl am st fundanentalisns
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Secul ari st nature of Indonesian politics

| npact of 1965 abortive coup on I ndonesian religious
practice

Intertwi ned nature of Confucian, Taoi st and Buddhi st
t hought and practice in Ml aysia

Three cul tures--Ml ay, Chinese and | ndi ans- -
conprising nmuch of Mal aysi a

Lower standard of |iving experienced by Ml ay
Si ngapor eans

Brunei
(broo-NI)
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<«

BRUNEI
Popul ati on 292, 266
% under 15 years 33%
Commo
TV 1:3
Radi o 1: 2.5
Phone 1:4
Newspaper no figure
Heal t h
Li f e Expectancy Mal e 70/ Femal e 73
Hospital s no figure
Doctors no figure
| MR 25:1, 000
| ncone $9, 000
Literacy Rate 85%

1. Religious Groups

a. Islam (63%
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b. Buddhist (14%

c. Christian (8%

d. Indigenous beliefs and other (15%
2. Ethnic/Racial Groups

a. Malay (MAY-1ay, 64%

b. Chinese (20%

c. Indigenous (16%

3. Gender Issues

a. Domestic servants

“One area of apparent abuse involves fenmal e donestic
servants. \Wile the level of violence in society is |ow,
beati ng of servants--or refusing themthe right to | eave the
house on days off, sonetines on grounds that they ‘m ght
encounter the wong conpany’ --is |l ess socially unacceptable
behavior. Since nost fenmal e donestics are forei gn workers
who are highly dependent on their enployers, those subject to
abuse may be unwilling or unable to bring conplaints, either
to the authorities or to their governnents' enbassies.”

(Unl ess stated otherwi se, all quotes cone fromU. S
Department of State Human Ri ghts Report, 1996--Brunei.)

b. Equality “In accordance with Koranic precepts,
wonen are deni ed equal status with nmen in a nunber of
i nportant areas, such as divorce, inheritance, and custody of
children. Under the Brunei Nationality Act, citizenshipis
transmtted through males only. Female citizens who are
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married to foreigners or bear children by foreign fathers
cannot transmt citizenship to their children, even when such
children are born in Brunei. This has resulted in creation
of a sizable population of stateless children, estimted at
nore than 5,000 residents, who are entitled to live in Brunei
and be docunented for travel by the Governnent, but who
cannot enjoy the full privileges of citizenship, including
the right to own | and.

Rel igious authorities strongly encourage Brunei Mislim
wonen to wear the tudong (too-DONG, a traditional head
covering, and many wonen do so. Sone Muslim wonen do not,
however, and there is no official pressure on non-Mislim
wonen to do so. All female students in governnent-operated
schools are required to wear the tudong; students in
nongover nnent schools are encouraged to wear it.”

4. Conflicts “international

di sputes: the Ml aysi an salient

di vides the country; all of the
Spratly Islands are cl ai med by

Chi na, Taiwan, and Vietnam parts of
them are claimed by Ml aysia and the
Phi l'i ppines; in 1984, Brunei
establ i shed an exclusive fishing
zone that enconpasses Loui sa Reef,
but has not publicly clained the
island.” (1996 CIA Wrld Fact book- -
Brunei .)

5. Holidays/Observances in addition to traditional
Musl i m observances, the follow ng al so apply.

a. Constitution Day (29 Septenber)

Honors the i ssuance of the Brunei constitution on
Sept enber 29, 1959.

b. Sultan’s Birthday (15 July)

Honoring H s Hi ghness the Sultan who was crowned on
August 1, 1968.
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6. Customs

a. Gestures Follow practices applicable to Muslim
societies of the |Indonesian archepel ego.

b. Economy “A tiny country with
enornous oil and gas reserves--the econony
is alnost totally supported by exports of
crude oil and natural gas--Brunei’s
financial reserves are reportedly nore than
$30 billion. The country’s wealth, coupled
with its nmenbership in the Association of
Sout heast Asi an nations (ASEAN), give it
influence in the world disproportinate to
its size.”

c. Partnership for peace “Brunei’'s arned forces
engage in joint exercises, training prograns, and other
mlitary cooperation with the U S. A nenorandum of
under st andi ng on defense cooperation was signed on 29 Nov
1994.”

d. Freedom of religion <“The Constitution states that,
‘The religion of Brunei Darussal am shall be the Mislim
religion according to the Shafeite sect of that religion:
Provided that all other religions my be practiced in peace
and harnmony by the person professing themin any part of
Brunei Darussal am’

In recent nonths, the Governnent has sporadically voiced
al arm about ‘outsiders’ preaching radical Islamc
fundanmental i st or unorthodox beliefs. Ctizens deened to
have been influenced by such preaching (usually students

returning fromoverseas study) have been ‘shown the error of
their ways’ in study sem nars organi zed by orthodox Islamc
religious |eaders.

The Gover nment seens nore concerned about these so-
called Islamc ‘opportunists’ than unwel cone political views.
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Mor eover, the Governnent does not hesitate to investigate and
to use its internal security apparatus against these
purveyors of radical |slam

Despite constitutional provisions providing for the ful
and unconstrai ned exercise of religious freedom the
Governnment routinely restricts the practice of non-Mislim
religions by: Prohibiting proselytizing; occasionally denying
entry to foreign clergy or particular priests, bishops, or
m ni sters; banning the inportation of religious teaching
materials or scriptures such as the Bible; and refusing
perm ssion to expand, repair, or build new churches, tenples,
and shrines.”

“The tension between the noral and the practical is evident
today. Citizens of the United States and many ot her nations
are shocked by the starvation, nmurder, and mayhemin vari ous
parts of the world. There is not an easy solution to be
found. W cannot ignore the reality to deploy the Arny to
achi eve humanitarian goals, but we cannot also ignore the
reality that such a use of force may not be peaceful in the
sense that we would like it to be. Support of humanitarian
goals is part of our past, our present, and undoubtedly our
future. The prospect for the future is that we will continue
to be presented with hard choi ces, since we cannot do it
all.”
General Gordon R Sullivan

Indonesia
(IN-dah-NEE-zhah)
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(Among the maj or
Cel ebes [ SEL- ah- BEEZ],

i sl ands of

| ndonesi a are Sunatra, Java,
Ceram [ see- RAM ,

Kal i mant an [ kah- LEE-

mahn-tahn], Bali [BAHIlee], Tinor [TEE-nohr] and New Gui nea
[@ N-ee].)
Popul ati on 203, 583, 886
% under 15 years 32%
Conmo
TV 1:17
Radi o 1:8.5
Phone 1:114
Newspaper no figure
Heal t h
Li f e Expectancy Mal e 59/ Fenmal e 63
Hospital s 1:1, 643
Doct ors 1:6,841
| MR 65: 1, 000
| ncone $2, 900. 00 per cap
Literacy Rate 78%

1. Religious Groups
conplex and volatile issue
anal yzed in ternms of social

“Religion in |Indonesia was a
in the early 1990s, one not easily
cl ass, region, or ethnic group.

Al though Islam Christianity, H nduism Buddhism and ot her
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religions influenced many aspects of life, the governnent
general |y di scouraged religious groups fromplaying a
political role.

The state guaranteed tol erance
for certain religions (agama, ah- GAH
mah) regarded as nonot heistic by the
government, including |Islam
Christianity, H nduism and Buddhi sm
but only as long as these creeds
remai ned outside of politics.”

(Unl ess stated otherw se, all quotes
come fromthe Library of Congress
Country Studi es/ Area Handbook- -

| ndonesi a. )

a. Islam (87% Belief in one God is the first of the
five principles of Pancasila, Indonesia’ s state/secul ari st
i deol ogy.

“I'slam was the dom nant religion by far in Indonesia,
with the greatest nunber of religious adherents: around 143
mllion people or 86.9 percent of the population in 1985,
whi ch when adjusted for 1992 estimtes represents between 160
mllion and 170 mllion adherents. This high percentage of
Musl i ms made | ndonesia the largest Islamc country in the
world in the early 1990s.

According to orthodox practice, Islamis a strictly
nmonot hei stic religion in which God (Al lah or Tuhan) is a
pervasive, if sonewhat distant, figure.”

(1) History “To a significant degree, the striking
variations in the practice and interpretation of Islam-in a
much | ess austere formthan that practiced in the Mddle
East--in various parts of Indonesia reflect its conplex
hi story.
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| ntroduced pi eceneal by various
traders and wandering nystics from
India, Islamfirst gained a foothold
between the twelfth and fifteenth
centuries in coastal regions of Sunmatra,
northern Java, and Kalimantan. |slam
probably canme to these regions in the
formof nystical Sufi tradition. Sufism
easily gained | ocal acceptance and
becane synthesized with | ocal custons.

The introduction of Islamto the islands was not al ways
peaceful, however. As Islam zed port towns underm ned the
wani ng power of the East Javanese H ndu/ Buddhi st Maj apahit
ki ngdomin the sixteenth century, Javanese elites fled to
Bali, where over 2.5 mllion people kept their own version of
Hi nduismalive. Unlike coastal Sumatra, where |slam was
adopted by elites and nasses alike, partly as a way to
counter the economc and political power of the Hi ndu-
Buddhi st ki ngdons, in the interior of Java the elites only
gradual |y accepted Islam and then only as a formal |egal and
religious context for Javanese spiritual culture.

These historical processes gave rise to enduring
t ensi ons between orthodox Miuslins and nore syncretistic,
| ocally based religion--tensions that were still visible in
the early 1990s.

On Java, for instance, this tension was expressed in a
contrast between santri (sahn- TREE) and abangan (ah- BAHNG ahn),
an i ndi genous bl end of native and H ndu-Buddhi st beliefs with
| sl am c practices sonetines also called Javani sm Kkejawen,
agama Jawa, or kebatinan. The terns and preci se nature of
this opposition were still in dispute in the early 1990s, but
on Java santri not only referred to a person who was
consciously and exclusively Muslim santri al so descri bed
persons who had renoved thensel ves fromthe secular world to
concentrate on devotional activities in Islamc schools
call ed pesantren--literally the place of the santri.”
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(2) Syncretism “In contrast to the Mecca-oriented
phi | osophy of nobst santri, there was the current of kebati nan
(kuh-bhat - TEE- nahn), which is an amal gam of ani m sm Hi ndu-
Buddhi st, and Islam c--especially Sufi--beliefs. This
| oosel y organi zed current of thought and practice, was
legitimzed in the 1945 constitution and, in 1973, when it
was recogni zed as one of the agama, President Suharto counted
hi msel f as one of its adherents.

e "',/\\ s
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‘*.
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Kebatinanis generally characterized as nystical, and
sone varieties were concerned with spiritual self-control
Al though there were many varieties circulating in 1992,
kebatinan often inplies pantheistic worship because it
encourages sacrifices and devotions to | ocal and ancestral
spirits. These spirits are believed to inhabit natural
obj ects, human beings, artifacts, and grave sites of
inmportant wali (Muslimsaints). 1llness and other
m sfortunes are traced to such spirits, and if sacrifices or
pilgrimages fail to placate angry deities, the advice of a
dukun or healer is sought. Kebatinan, while it connotes a
turning anay fromthe mlitant universalism of orthodox
| sl am noves toward a nore internalized universalism In
this way, kebatinan noves toward elimnating the distinction
bet ween the universal and the local, the communal and the
i ndi vi dual .”

(3) Traditionalist/Modern “Anot her inportant tension
di vidi ng I ndonesian Muslins was the conflict between
traditionalismand nodernism The nature of these
di fferences was conpl ex, confusing, and a matter of
consi derabl e debate in the early 1990s, but traditionalists
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generally rejected the nodernists' interest in absorbing
educati onal and organi zational principles fromthe West.
Specifically, traditionalists were suspicious of nodernists
support of the urban madrasa (mah- DRAH-sah), a reform st
school that included the teaching of secul ar topics.

The noderni sts' goal of taking |Islamout of the
pesantren and carrying it to the people was opposed by the
traditionalists because it threatened to underm ne the
authority of the kyai (kee-Yl-ee, religious |eaders).

Traditionalists al so sought,
unsuccessfully, to add a clause to the
first tenet of the Pancasila state
i deol ogy requiring that, in effect, al
Musl i ms adhere to the sharia. On the
ot her hand, nodernists accused
traditionalists of escapist unrealism
in the face of change; sone even hinted
that santri harbored greater |loyalty
towards the ummah (congregation of
believers) of Islamthan to the secul ar
| ndonesi an state.

Despite these differences, the traditionalist Nahdl atul
U ama (oo-LAHmah, literally, Revival of the Religious
Schol ars, al so known as the Muslim Schol ars' League), the
progressive Consultative Council of Indonesian Mislins
(Masyum ), and two other parties were forcibly streamined
into a single Islamc political party in 1973--the Unity
Devel opnent Party (PPP). Such cl eavages may have weakened
| sl am as an organi zed political entity, as denonstrated by
the wi thdrawal of the Nahdl atul U ama fromactive politica
conpetition, but as a popular religious force |Islam showed
signs of good health and a capacity to frame national debates
in the 1990s.”

(4) Religious nationalists (Isl ami st fundamentali sts)
“Muslimecritics of the regine in the early 1990s clai med that
the governnment policy toward Islamwas ‘colonial’ in that it
was putting in place in nodern |Indonesia the advice of the
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Dut ch schol ar and adviser to the Netherlands |Indies
government, Christian Snouck Hurgronje. As an adviser

bet ween 1891 and 1904, Snouck Hurgronje advocated tol erating
the spiritual aspects of Islambut containing rigorously
Islam's political expression.

The goal was the sanme in the
col oni al period and during the
presi denci es of both Sukarno and
Suharto: to see to it that the business
of governnment and adm ni stration
remai ned a secul ar one.

However, Islamcould not be fully ‘depoliticized.” The
traditional structures for Islamc comrunication and
nmobi |'i zati on, pesantren and nosque, were resistant to
external control. Religious teachers, through the dakwah
( DHAK- wah, the vigorous pronotion of Islam, still
prosel yti zed and propagat ed gui dance and values in the early
1990s that influenced all aspects of human affairs. The
‘floating nasses’ were touched by a social and political
message couched in terns of Qur’anic injunctions and the
hadi t h

The so-called ‘hard” dakwah, departing from sernons and
texts tightly confined to matters of faith and sharia, was
unconprom singly antigovernnent.

The Islam sts (often referred to as Islamc
fundanmental ists) called for the people to die as martyrs in a
“struggle until Islamrules.” This call, for the governnent,
was incitement to ‘extrem smof the right,’ subversion, and
terrorism
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In the late 1970s and early 1980s, security officials
war ned agai nst the revival of Darul Islamin the guise of a
Komando Ji had (Holy War Conmand). |sol ated acts of viol ence,
including, in early 1981, the hijacking of a Garuda
| ndonesi an Airways DC-9, gave credence to these alerts. This
unrest also was the context in which the governnment viewed
the Tanjung Priok affair. The governnent reaction to radical
| sl am ¢ provocations was unyielding: arrest and jail.

The followers of the ‘hard dakwah were a mnority
wWithin a mnority in 1992. Al though Islam sts m ght be
disaffected with the state, the goal of urban, m ddle-class
Musl i ms, who shared in the benefits of governnment econonic
policies and who were relatively untouched by the preaching
of rural Mislimteachers, was not to overthrow the regine.
They wanted to transformthe regine fromwithin to make its
acts conformnore with Islam c val ues--a focus then that was
not on the state itself but on policies and practices that
wer e of fensi ve.

The issues that spurred m ddl e-cl ass
Muslims on included not just the

persi stent Muslim conpl ai nts about
secul ari zation, Christianization, and
noral decline, but also contenporary
political grievances about the

i nequi tabl e distribution of incone,
concentration of wealth and power in the
hands of Chinese | ndonesians to the
detriment of indigenous entrepreneurship,
corruption, and the role of the
president's imediate famly.

These ki nds of issues cut across religious boundaries
and united noderate mddle-class Muslins with nore secul ar
m ddl e-class critics, both civilian and mlitary.”
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b. Christianity (9%

“Al t hough Christianity--Roman Cat holici sm and
Protestanti sm-was the nost rapidly growing religion in
| ndonesia in the 1980s, its nunbers were small conpared to
| sl am

Christianity had a long history in the islands, with
Port uguese Jesuits and Dom ni cans operating in the Ml ukus,
sout hern Sul awesi, and Tinor in the sixteenth century. Wen
the Dutch defeated Portugal in 1605, however, Catholic
m ssi onaries were expelled and the Cal vinist Dutch Reforned
Church was virtually the only Christian influence in the
region for 300 years.

Whereas the United East Indies
Conpany (VOC [from the Dutch words]) was
primarily a secular and not a religious
enterprise, and because Calvinismwas a
strict, austere, and intellectually
unconprom sing variety of Christianity
t hat demanded a t horough under st andi ng of
what, for Indonesians, were foreign
scriptures, Christianity advanced little
in Indonesia until the nineteenth century.

Only a few small communities endured in Java, Ml uku,
northern Sul awesi, and Nusa Tenggara (primarily Roti and
Timor) . After the dissolution of the VOC in 1799, and the
adoption of a nore conprehensive view of their mssion in the
archi pel ago, the Dutch permtted proselytizing in the
territory. This evangelical freedomwas put to use by the
nmore tol erant German Lut herans, who began work anong the
Bat ak of Sumatra in 1861, and by the Dutch Rhenish Mssion in
central Kalimntan and central Sulawesi. In addition, Jesuits
est abl i shed successful m ssions, schools, and hospitals
t hroughout the islands of Flores, Tinor, and Al or.

The twentieth century witnessed the influx of many new
Protestant m ssionary groups, as well as the continued growh
of Catholicismand of |arge regional and refornmed Lutheran
chur ches.
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Fol l owi ng the 1965 coup attenpt, al
nonrel i gi ous persons were | abel ed
at hei sts and hence were vulnerable to
accusations of harboring conmuni st
synpat hi es.

At that time, Christian churches of all varieties
experienced explosive growh in nenbership, particularly
anong those people who felt unconfortable with the politica
aspirations of Islamc parties.

In the 1990s, the majority of Christians in |Indonesia
were Protestants of one affiliation or another, with
particularly |arge concentrations found in Sumatra Ut ara,

I rian Jaya, Ml uku, Kalinmntan Tengah, Sul awesi Tengah, and
Sul awesi Utara. Catholic congregations grew less rapidly in
the 1980s, in part because of the church's heavy reliance on
Eur opean personnel. These Europeans experienced increasing
restrictions on their mssionary activities inposed by the
Musl i m dom nat ed Departnent of Religious Affairs. Large
concentrations of Roman Catholics were |ocated in Kalinmantan
Barat, Irian Jaya (|l HR-ee-yahn JAI-yah), Nusa Tenggara Ti nur
(noo-sah tehn- GAR-ah tee-nur), and Tinor Tinmur provinces.”

c. Hinduism (2% “Hinduismis an amal gam of rel ated
traditions and cults that seeks to explain cosnology in
primarily deistic terms. The religion has countless gods but
no exclusive creed. One of H nduism s primary ethical
concerns is the concept of ritual purity. Another inportant
di stingui shing feature, which helps maintain the ritua
purity, is the division of society into the traditional
occupational groups, or varna (literally, color) of H nduism
Brahmans (priests, brahmana [ BRAH man-ah] in | ndonesian),
Kshatriya (ruler-warriors, satriya in Indonesian), Vaishya
(merchants-farners, waisya in |Indonesian), and Shudra
(commoner s-servants, sudra in |Indonesian).”

\. (1) Practice “Like Islam and
Buddhi sm Hi ndui smwas greatly nodified

when adapted to | ndonesian society. The

caste system although present in form

was never rigidly applied.
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The Hi ndu religious epics, the Mahabharata (ma-hah- BHAR-
at-tah, Geat Battle of the Descendants of Bharata) and the
Ramayana (rahm ah- YAHN-ah, The Travel s of Rama), becane
enduring traditions anong | ndonesi an believers, expressed in
shadow puppet and dance performances.”

(2) Bali

“H nduismin Indonesia is primarily associated with
Bali. H ndu believers in the early 1990s were relatively few
outside of Bali, where they nade up nore than 93 percent of

t he popul ati on.

O hers were scattered throughout the other twenty-six
provinci al -l evel units. Anmong these non-Bali comunities
were groups | abeled as H ndu by the governnent--for exanple,
t he adherents of the Kaharingan religion in Kalimntan
Tengah, where governnent statistics counted Hindus as 15.8
percent of the popul ation.

It is difficult to describe the Balinese version of
H nduismin the sane doctrinal ternms as Islam and
Christianity, since this unique formof religious expression
is deeply interwoven with art and ritual, and is |less closely
preoccupied with scripture, law, and belief. Balinese
Hi ndui sm | acks the traditional H ndu enphasis on cycles of
rebirth and reincarnation, but instead is concerned with a
nmyriad of |ocal and ancestral spirits.

As with kebatinan, these deities are thought to be
capabl e of harm?”

(3) Bali ritual “Bal i nese pl ace great enphasis on
dramatic and aesthetically satisfying acts of ritual
propitiation of these spirits at tenple sites scattered
t hroughout villages and in the countryside.

Each of these tenples has a nore or |ess fixed
menber shi p; every Balinese belongs to a tenple by virtue of
descent, residence, or sone nystical revel ation of
affiliation. Sone tenples are associated with the famly
house conpound, others are associated with rice fields, and
still others wth key geographic sites.
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Ritualized states of self-control (or lack thereof) are
a notable feature of religious expression anong the people,
fanous for their graceful and decorous behavior.

One key cerenony at a village tenple, for instance,
features a special performance of a dance-drama (a battle
bet ween the nythical characters Rangda the witch and Barong
the dragon), in which perforners fall into a trance and
attenpt to stab thenselves with sharp knives.

Rituals of the |ife cycle are also inportant occasions
for religious expression and artistic display. Cerenonies at
puberty, marriage, and, nost notably, cremation at death
provi de opportunities for Balinese to conmunicate their ideas
about community, status, and the afterlife.”

(4) Bali Hindu leadership

“Balinese religionis
hi erarchically organi zed, wth one snal
segnent of the aristocracy--the Brahman,
or priestly, class--being the nost
prestigious. A Brahman priest is not
affiliated with any tenple but acts as a frememEy
spiritual |eader and adviser to B

S AL S ) ) ) = S TR =
i ndi vidual famlies in various villages %

scattered over the island.

These priests are consulted when cerenonies requiring
holy water are conducted. On other occasions, folk healers
or curers may be hired.”

d. Buddhism (199 “Indonesi an Buddhismin the early
1990s was the unstabl e product of conpl ex accommodati ons
anong religious ideol ogy, Chinese ethnic identification, and
political policy. Traditionally, Chinese Taoism
Confuci ani sm and Buddhism as well as the nore nativi st
Buddhi st Per buddhi, all had adherents in the ethnic Chinese
comunity.

Foll owi ng the attenpted coup of 1965, any hint of

deviation fromthe nonotheistic tenets of the Pancasila was
regarded as treason, and the founder of Perbuddhi, Bhikku
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Ashi n Ji narakkhita, proposed that there was a single suprene
deity, Sang Hyang Adi Buddha. He sought confirmation for
this uni quely Indonesian version of Buddhismin ancient
Javanese texts, and even the shape of the Buddhist tenple
conpl ex at Borobudur in Jawa Tengah Provi nce.

In the years follow ng the 1965
abortive coup, when all citizens were
required to register with a specific
religious denom nati on or be suspected of
communi st synpat hi es, the nunber of
Buddhi sts swel | ed; sonme ninety new
nonasteries were built.

In 1987 there were seven schools of Buddhismaffiliated
with the Perwalian Urat Buddha | ndonesia (Wal ubi): Theravada,
Buddhayana, Mahayana, Tridharm, Kasogatan, Miitreya, and
Ni chiren. According to a 1987 estimate, there were roughly
2.5 mllion followers of Buddhism wth 1 mllion of these
affiliated wth Theravada Buddhi sm and roughly 0.5 mllion
bel ongi ng to the Buddhayana sect founded by Ji narakkhita.

O her estimates placed Buddhists at around only 1 percent of
the popul ation, or less than 2 mllion. Buddhismwas gai ning
i n nunbers because of the uncertain status of Confucianism

Confuci anismwas officially tolerated by the governnent,
but since it was regarded as a system of ethical relations
rather than a religion per se, it was not represented in the
Department of Religious Affairs.”

e. Other (1%

2. Ethnic/Racial Groups
a. Javanese (j ah-vah- NEES, 45%
b. Sudanese (14%

c. Madurese (mah-doo- REES, 8%
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d. Malay (mah-LAY, 8%

e. Other (25%

3. Gender Issues

a. Abuse “Viol ence agai nst wonen remai ns poorly
docunented. However, the Governnent has acknow edged the
probl em of donestic violence in society, which sone say has
been aggravated by soci al changes brought about by rapid
ur bani zation. Long-standing traditional beliefs that the
husband may ‘teach’ or ‘control’ the wife through several
means, including violence, also contribute to the problem

Rape by a husband of a wife is not a crinme, although
wonen's groups are trying to change this law. Wile police
could bring assault charges agai nst a husband for beating his
wi fe, due to social attitudes they are unlikely to do so.

Cultural norns dictate that problens between husband and
wife are private problens, and vi ol ence agai nst wonen in the
home is rarely reported.

The Governnent provides sone counseling, and severa
private organi zations exist to assist wonen. Many of these
organi zations focus on reuniting the famly rather than on
providing protection to the wonen involved. Many wonen rely
on extended fam |y systens for assistance in cases of
donestic violence.” (U S. Departnent of State, 1996 Human
Ri ghts Report--1ndonesia.)

b. Rape “Rape is a punishable offense in |Indonesi a.
Men have been arrested and sentenced for rape and attenpted
rape although reliable statistics are unavailable. Mb
vi ol ence agai nst accused rapists is frequently reported.
Wnen's rights activists believe that rape is grossly
underreported owng to the social stigma attached to the
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victim Sone | egal experts state that if a woman does not go
i mredi ately to the hospital for a physical exam nation that
produces physical evidence of rape, she will not be able to
bring charges. A witness is also required in order to bring
charges, and only in rare cases is there a witness. Sone
wonen reportedly fail to report rape to police, because the
police do not take their allegations seriously.”

Cc. Harassment “There is no sexual harassment |aw,
only an indecent behavior |law.  Sexual harassnent charges,
however, can damage a civil service career. The current |aw
reportedly covers physical abuse only, and requires two
W t nesses. W nen job applicants and workers have conpl ai ned
of being sexually victimzed by forenen and factory owners.”

d. Equality “According to
the Constitution, wonen are equal
to and have the sane rights,
obligations, and opportunities as
men. However, in practice wonen
face sone |l egal discrimnation

=== *

=4

Marriage | aw, based on Islamc law, allows nmen to have
up to four wiwves if the first wwfe is unable "to fulfill her
tasks as a wife.”" Permssion of the first wwfe is required,
but reportedly nost wonen cannot refuse. A civil servant who
w shes to marry a second worman al so nust have the consent of
his supervisor. To set an exanple, the President has
f orbi dden cabinet officials and senior mlitary officers from
havi ng second w ves.

I n di vorce cases wonen often bear a heavier evidentiary
burden than nen, especially in the Islamc-based famly court
system Alinony is rarely received by divorced wonen, and
there is no enforcenent of alinony paynment. By |law, a woman
cannot pass citizenship to her child, born inside or outside
| ndonesia, if the father of the child is not a citizen. The
child nmust obtain residency visas to remain in Indonesia, and
can only apply for citizenship when he or she reaches the age
of 18.

Al t hough sonme wonen enjoy a high degree of econom c and
soci al freedom and occupy inportant md-level positions in
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both the public and private sectors, the mgjority of wonen do
not experience such social and econom c freedons and are
often disproportionately represented at the | ower end of the
soci oeconom ¢ scale. Although wonen constitute one-quarter
of the civil service, they occupy only a small fraction of

the service's top posts. |Incone disparity between nmen and
wonen di m ni shes significantly with greater educational
at t ai nnent .

Femal e workers in manufacturing
generally receive | ower wages than nen. N\

Many femal e factory workers are hired as W)
day | aborers instead of as full-tine 3\

per manent enpl oyees, and conpani es are not \
required to provide benefits, such as k
maternity | eave, to day |aborers. Fenmale ‘RQ;
activists report that a growing trend in §\x
manufacturing is the hiring of wonen to do \\ :
work in their homes for |ess than m ni mum W
wage. \

Unenpl oynment rates for wonen are approximtely 50
percent higher than for nmen. Wnen are often not given the
extra benefits and salary that are their due when they are
t he head of household, and in sone cases do not receive
enpl oynent benefits for their husband and children, such as
medi cal insurance and inconme tax deducti ons.

Despite | aws that provide wonmren with a 3-nonth maternity
| eave, the Governnment has conceded that pregnant wonen are
often dism ssed or are replaced while on | eave. Sone
conpani es require that wonen sign statenents that they wll
not beconme pregnant. The enploynment | aw mandates 2 days of
menstrual | eave per nonth for wonen.

Wonen di sproportionately experience illiteracy, poor
heal t h, and inadequate nutrition. The President has called
for expanded efforts to reduce the maternal nortality rate,
whi ch at 425 per 100,000 live births is very high. The
Government, with the help of international donors, |aunched a
maj or effort in Decenber to reduce the maternal nortality
rate. Wonen's educational indicators have inproved in the
| ast decade. For exanple, the nunber of girls graduating
from hi gh school tripled from 1980 to 1990.
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A nunber of voluntary private
groups work actively to advance wonen's
| egal, econom c, social, and political
rights and claimsonme success in
gaining official cognizance of wonen's
concerns.”

e. Prostitution

“I felt fairly safe as | wandered the streets (of North
Sumatra) after dark, however, the prostitution was appalling.
Wth their massage parlors and di scot heques, the hotels, four
star types included, are willing participants in a sad
exploitation of teenage girls.” (CPT David Jennies, Foreign
Area O ficer Report, 30 Nov 1995, U.S. Enbassy, Singapore.)

4. Conflicts “international di sput es: sovereignty over
Tinmor Tinmur (East Tinor Province) disputed with Portugal and
not recogni zed by the UN, two islands in dispute with

Mal aysia.” (1996 CIA Wrld Fact book--1ndonesi a.)

5. Holidays/Observances (The following material,
adapted from Hol i days, Festivals and Cel ebrati ons of the
Wrld Dictionary, conpiled by Sue Thonpson and Bar bara
Carl son, [Detroit: Omigraphics, 1994], is instructive.)

a. Galungan (gah- LOO gahn, determ ned by Wiku
Cal endar)

Ten day religious festival cel ebrated throughout

Bal i .

Hi ndu festival which includes Bali’s own suprenme

bei ng, Sanghyang Wdi (or Wdhi). Gods are thought
to come to Earth during the festival.

Festival includes rituals in the tenples; cock-
fights, a conbination of sport and ganbling; offering
foods, fruit, and flowers to the tenple by the wonen;
and card ganes, nusic, and danci ng.
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b. Kartini Day (KAHR-tee-nee, 21 April)

Nat i onal holiday commenorating birth in 1879, of
Raden Ajeng Kartini, a pioneer in the enmancipation of
| ndonesi an wonen.

Wnen wear national dress to synbolize their unity;

t he nation enjoys parades, |ectures, and various
school activities.

c. Nyepi (nep-PEE, 21 March)

Bal i inhabitants cel ebrate the New Year by driving
devils out of villages and observing a day of
stillness, known as Nyepi.

Wth the arrival of spring, the Lord of Hell, Yans,
sweeps devils out of Hades, who fall on Bali, making
necessary purification of the entire island.

e. Other Indonesian holidays:

(1) Easter
(2) Independence Day (17 August)

(3) Idul-Adha (ihd-uhl ADD har, eleventh day of the
twel fth lunar nonth) Celebrates the end of the Mislim
pilgrimge to Mecca.

(4) ldul-Fitr (ihd-uhl FIT-ree)
Cel ebrates the end of
Ramadan

(5) Muslim New Year

(6) New Year’s Day (1 January)
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6. Customs

a. Gestures

Respect Ri se when host or hostess enters the room
Smile Many | ndonesi ans mask anger, shock or
enbarrassment with a | augh or smile

Demonstrative behavior Avoi d excessive acts of
gratitude, |oud voices or outward bursts of anger
Shoes Prepare to renove shoes in carpeted roons,
restaurants, at funerals and holy pl aces.

Food Sone food left on the plate indicates your neal
is conplete

Jam karet (jahm KAHR-et, rubber tine) refers to a
casual attitude toward tine (See Kiss, Bow, or Shake
Hands, p. 178.)

b. Calendars |1ndonesians may use three cal endars--the
Western (G egorian), Islamc, or Hi ndu-influenced Javanese
cal endar. (See Kiss, Bow, or Shake Hands, p. 174.)

c. Freedom of religion “The
Constitution provides for religious
freedom and belief in one Suprene CGod.
The Governnent recogni zes |slam
Catholicism Protestantism Buddhism
and Hi nduism and permts the practice
of the nystical, traditional beliefs
of “Aliran Kepercayaan.’ Although the
popul ation is over 85 percent Mislim
the practice and teachings of the
ot her recogni zed religions are
general ly respected, and the
Government actively pronotes nutua
tol erance and harnony anong them

However, sone restrictions on certain types of religious
activity, including unrecognized religions, exist.

209



Unit 12i: Country Area Studies--Indonesian Archipelago

Because the first tenet of Pancasila (pahn-cha- SEE-| ah)
is belief in one Suprene God, atheismis forbidden. The
| egal requirenent to adhere to Pancasila extends to al
religious and secul ar organi zations. The Governnment strongly
opposes Muslim groups that advocate establishing an Islamc
state or acknow edging only Islamc |aw. The Governnent
banned sone religious sects including Jehovah's Wtnesses,
Baha'i, and in some provinces the nessianic |Islamc sect
Dar ul Argam

The Governnent closely nonitors Islamc sects considered
i n danger of deviating fromorthodox tenets, and in the past
has on occasi on di ssol ved such groups.

The | aw al | ows conversi on between faiths,
and such conversions occur. The Governnent
vi ews proselytizing by recognized religions in
areas heavily dom nated by another recognized
religion as potentially disruptive and
di scourages it. Foreign mssionary activities
are relatively uni npeded, although in East
Ti nor and occasionally el sewhere m ssionaries
have experienced difficulties and delays in
renewi ng residence permts, and visas allow ng
the entrance of new foreign clergy are
difficult to obtain.”

d. People with disabilities “The Constitution
stipulates that the Governnent provide care for orphans and
t he di sabl ed, but does not specify how the term‘care’ should
be defined, and the provision of education to all nentally
and physically disabled children has never been inferred.
Regul ati ons specify that the Governnent establish and
regul ate a national curriculumfor special education by
stipulating that the ‘comunity’ provide special education
services to its children
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There are no accurate statistics on the nunbers of
di sabled in the general population. Famlies often hide
their disabled famly nenbers to avoid social stigma or
enbarrassnment. The di sabl ed face consi derabl e discrimnation
in enpl oynent, although there are factories that have nmade
special efforts to hire disabled workers. In several
provinces there are ‘rehabilitation centers’ for the
di sabl ed. D sabled people are reportedly taken off the
streets by the authorities and brought to these centers for
j ob training.

NGO s [ non-governnmental agenci es]
are the primary providers of education
for the disabl ed.

There are currently 1,084 schools for the disabled; 680
are private, and 404 are governnent schools. O the
government schools 165 are ‘integrated,’ serving both regul ar
and speci al education students. |In Jakarta there are 98
schools for the disabled, 2 of which are governnent-run, and
96 of which are private. The Governnent also runs three
national schools for the visually, hearing, and nentally
di sabl ed. These school s accept children fromthroughout
| ndonesi a.

There is no |law that mandates accessibility to buil dings
and public transportation for the disabled, and virtually no
bui I dings or public transportation are designed with such
accessibility in mnd.”

e. National/racial/ethnic minorities “The Government
officially pronotes racial and ethnic tol erance.”
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(1) Chinese “Ethnic Chinese, at approximately 3
percent of the population are by far the |argest
noni ndi genous mnority group, and are the target of both
official and societal discrimnation. Since 1959 noncitizen
et hni ¢ Chi nese have been denied the right to run busi nesses
in rural Indonesia. Regulations prohibit the operation of
all Chinese schools, formation of exclusively Chinese
cultural groups or trade associations, and public display of
Chi nese characters. Since August 1994, firnms working in the
tourist industry have been all owed to produce Chinese-
| anguage brochures, progranms, and simlar material for
Chi nese-speaki ng tourists. However, Chinese-I|anguage
publications, with the exception of one governnent-owned
dai |y newspaper, may neither be inported nor produced
donestically.

Private instruction in Chinese is generally prohibited
but takes place to a limted extent, and since 1994 has been
allowed to train enployees in the tourismindustry. The
Uni versity of Indonesia has Chi nese-| anguage courses. State
uni versities have no formal quotas that limt the nunber of
ethnic Chinese. The law forbids the celebration of the
Chi nese New Year in tenples or public places, but its
enforcenent is limted.”

(2) East Timorese “East Tinorese and various hunan
rights groups charge that the East Tinorese are
underrepresented in the civil service in East Tinor. The
Gover nnment has nmade sone efforts to recruit nore civi
servants in both East Tinor and Irian Jaya, and there has
been sone increase in the nunber of civil servant trainees
for these two provinces, despite a ‘no growh policy for the
civil service as a whole.”

f. Foreign Area Officer perspectives

(1) Pancasila Concerning Pancasila, |ndonesia’s
dedi cation to five overarching principles of governnent, CPT
David Jennies, Foreign Area Oficer, U S. Enbassy, Singapore,
reports as follows (30 Nov 1995.) Though experiencing sone
strains of culture shock, CPT Jennies’ perspective is
hel pful, providing an “on the ground” vi ewpoint sel dom
offered in glossy tourist brochures and travel guides.
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(a) Belief in one supreme God

“I'n essence, this principle nakes
anim sm and agnosticismillegal; every
| ndonesi an nmust claimto be an adherent of
one of the recognized nonot heistic religions:
| slam Catholicism Protestantism Buddhism
or Hi nduism The original purpose of this
principle was to nollify the radical Mislins
as their bid for establishing an Islamc
state was rejected by Sukarno.

Wttingly or unmittingly, by forcing all citizens to
claima nonotheistic religion, the governnment has done little
nore than paint a facade on a |largely non-pious society.

Adm ttedly, there are countl ess devout | aypersons of every
religion who are exact in following the precepts of their
chosen religion. Notw thstanding, there are just as many who
do no nore than check off the block and know little or
not hi ng about ‘their’ religion. | met nunmerous ‘ Christians’
and ‘Muslins’ who readily admtted that they had no true
interest in their religion. They scarcely if ever attend

wor ship services and don’t care a wt about the respective
commandnments. In fact, many subscribe to [indigenous belief]
nore than to any other beliefs.”

(b) Justice and civility among peoples “On the
second point, religious tolerance varies fromregion to
regi on, but the dangerous volatility had subsided. However,
with the recent reincarnation of the once outlawed Masyum
Muslim activist group and the ever grow ng | ndonesian Mislim
Intellectual Association (ICM), volatility is on the
i ncrease again. Nonetheless, in the 95+ percent I|slam
communities of West Sumatra and Aceh, | encountered a
seemngly tolerant attitude between the dom nant Muslins and
the mnority Christians.
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The I ndonesian judicial systemis
weak, corrupt, unresponsive and
politicized. The individual distrusts
the I egal systemand feels he really has
no recourse to right a wong, especially
if the wong was commtted by a
gover nnment agency. Furthernore, ordinary
| ndonesi ans are scared when they see a
policeman or authority figure. The
corruption starts at the grass roots of
| aw enf orcenent.

Despi sed by the public, the police are considered as
collectors of unofficial road tax rather than uphol ders of
the law”

(c) The unity of Indonesia “That is, many outer
i slands feel as though the central governnment is attenpting
to replace the respective |ocal |anguages and cultures with
that of Java.”

(d) Democracy through deliberation and

consensus among representatives. “This may have been true
in the md-1950"s, but Suharto’s Now Order CGovernnent is no
nore than an autocracy shrouded in the cloak of denocracy.

On the surface there is praise for Suharto anong the Sumatran
popul ace; however, further inspection reveals an underlying
current of unease and dissatisfaction with the status quo.
Time after tinme my political queries were initially nmet with
cheers for Suharto, followed by indifferent responses to
specific questions, and finally a sense of despair with
regards to national politics. The nost candid response was
froma school admnistrator. After initially singing the
prai ses of Suharto, he eventually admtted, ‘even though we

| ndonesi ans feel ‘A", we say ‘B.” [If not, we risk serious
consequences.’ A hotel marketing manager in Pal enband sumred
it up best when she said, ‘To [hades] with politics and
politicians. | will do whatever | have to do to be happy.”

(e) Social justice for all “Corruption is not only
a part of the judicial system it’s endem c to Indonesian
society.”
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(2) Religious issues Maj . Vasilios Fotopoul os,
Foreign Area O ficer stationed in Hong Kong, offers this
perspective on religious and cultural issues (27 Sep 1995.)

“Despite the inpressive econom c progress in the past
few years, Indonesia has a |l arge population that still lives
in poverty. The contrast between rich and poor was nost
striking in Bali...

Wiile in Bali, | visited two H ndu tenples. Wile nost
people visited there for the historical and cul tural aspects,
there were sone locals who paid their respects to the Hi ndu
gods. Bali Island, unlike nost of Indonesia, is primarily
H ndu with traces of Buddhi sm

Most of | ndonesians are Musli s,
but the religion differs significantly
fromthat of Arab Muslins. In Indonesia
the Muslins follow many rites and
custons fromtheir H ndu, Buddhist and
i ndi genous religions.”

(3) Culture shock Sout heast Asian Foreign Area
O ficer, Major Maughan of the U S. Enbassy in Singapore,
recounts another “ground | evel” perspective during an
orientation trip to Indonesia. WMjor Maughan offers a
refreshing alternative to many picturesque gui debook
presentations of a foreign country.

“I't is surprising that in a nation so Islamc the
nmosques are not better maintained. There are a nunber of
| arge, beautiful nosques, nost of which were built years ago
and are often major tourist stops. The vast majority of
smal l er town and vill age nosques are shabby and ill kept...

| ndonesi ans have no conpunctions about littering or
t hrowi ng anyt hi ng away anywhere. M/ theory is that they once
used banana | eaves as ‘plates,’” ate with their fingers and
just dropped it in the field or jungle when they were
finished. It was all biodegradable. They still do that,
only now they drop paper and plastic plates, plastic bags,
and trash of all kinds anywhere they happen to be. It is NOT
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bi odegradabl e and they are faced with a huge litter and

ecol ogical problemas well. Trash bl ows everywhere in the
cities and smallest villages. No one seens to notice or make
the effort to clean it up.”

7. Cultural literacy concepts/terms The fol I owing
terms, adapted from The Dictionary of Jobal Culture, (edited
by Kwanme Appian and Henry Gates, Jr., NY: Al fred Knopf,

1997), apply to Indonesia. See this hel pful dictionary for
nmore i nformation.

a. Abangan

Mnority Javanese Mislim
comunity.

Consi dered a | ower cl ass by
ort hodox Muslins due to the
practice of conbining H ndu,
Musl im and i ndi genous beliefs

b. Airlangga (ai hr- LAHNG gah, 1000- 1049)

Despotic Javanese ruler crowned in the capital city
of Mataram at the age of 19.

Uni ted Java, inproved econony and irrigation,
pronoted religious tolerance and formed strong
alliances through marriage to bring a tinme of peace.

Upon his death, Airlangga divided ki ngdom anong his
two sons. The two ki ngdons becane rivals.

c. Borobudur (bohr-oh- BOO duhr)

Buddhi st nonunent

Constructed in the |Indo-Javanese style from 778-824
C E

Popul ar pil grimage site conposed of nine terraces
representing the nine lives of Siddhartha Gautama
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d. Gamelan (gahm eh- LAHN)

Term given to a group of
i nstrunments pl ayed together.

Vary fromsmall to | arge
percussi on groups, indoor or
out door, and different tuning
met hods enpl oyed.

Dat es back a thousand years,
strongest in Java and Bali.

e. Gestapu affair (ges-tah-POO, coined to sound Iike
gest apo)

MIlitary coup occurring on Septenber 30, 1965. Six
general s of President Sukarno’ s adm nistration were
kill ed.

Bl ame was pl aced on the Conmuni st Party of | ndonesia
(PKI') resulting in w despread massacre of Communi sts
CGeneral Suharto apparently |ead the nassacre waged
agai nst Conmuni sts and anyone seen as a threat to his
i ntended rul e.

Over half a mllion people were killed and hundreds
of thousands i nprisoned.

f. MaSjumI ( mash- YOO nee)

Shortened termfor the Madjelis Sjuro Muslimn
| ndonesia Party; an |Indonesian Islamc political
party formed in 1945.

Internal strife was caused by Mislim nmenbers not
W shing to cooperate with non-Mislimparti es.

Presi dent Sukarno dissolved the Party in 1960.
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g. Pancasila

Secul ari st state ideol ogy based on
five principles, (1) belief in one
God, (2) humanitariani sm

(3) national unity, (4) denocracy,
and (5) social justice.

h. Priyayi (pree-yai-yee)

Landowners and court nenbers of the Javanese upper
class, the first to be incorporated into Dutch
colonial life.

Eventually split between loyalty to the Dutch and
nmoves toward i ndependence.

I. Suharto (soo- HAHR-toh, 1921- )

| ndonesi an gener al

Fought for independence from Dutch. Upon victory in
1950, he served in the |Indonesian Republic Arny.
After |eading the Indonesian Arny for five years,
was el ected president in 1968. Serves five
additional terns from 1971 to 1993.

j. Sukarno (soo- KAHR-noh, 1901-1970)

Menmber of the priyayi class elected first president
of the Indonesian Republic. Qusted in 1967 and
repl aced by General Suharto.

8. Resources for Further Study

218



Unit 12i: Country Area Studies--Indonesian Archipelago

a. Cross-cultural resources

Draine, Cathie, and Barbara Hall. Culture Shock! |ndonesi a.
Portland, Oregon: Graphic Arts Center Publishing, 1986.

Beg, borrow or purchase books in this series. Highly
recommended by the Overseas Briefing Center, U S
Departnent of State.

Cey, Eric. Insight Guides--1ndonesia. Singapore: APA
Publ i cations, 1992. AISO Ind 915.98 141

Part of the aesthetically pleasing and hel pful Insight
series. Beautiful photographs, in National Geographic
manner, make this a hel pful text.

b. Biography, novels, literature,
poetry

Goris, Roelof. Bali: Cults and Custons. Djakarta: Published
by the Government of the Republic of I|ndonesia, [1950].
p Bosun Library: FOLIO DS647.B2 G5 OVERSI ZE

Hatta, Mbhammad. Portrait of a Patriot; Selected Witings.
The Hague, Paris, Muton, [1972].
p Bosun Library: GCeneral DS644.H3

A patriot, denocrat, socialist, scholar, Muslim and
statesman. Witings portray Hatta's various opinions
and ideas from 1923-1970.

Koch, Christopher J. The Year of Living Dangerously. New
Yor k: Pengui n Books, 1983, c1978.
p Chanberlin Library: FICTION KOCH

Legge, John D. Sukarno: A Political Biography. Praeger,
[1972] .
p Bosun Library: General CT19. U227 L4

Covers the | eaders boyhood, education, political growh,
policies, and personality.
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c. News articles

Fri edman, Thomas. “Fromthe Top.” New York Tines editorial
17 Jul 1997, p. AlSL.

Di scussion of bribery within Indonesia. “Sadly,
corruption, bribes or cronyismhave cone to infect
virtually every economic interaction in this country--
whet her it’s building a bridge or getting a job. The
tone is set fromthe top. President Suharto's famly
owns a slice of virtually every major |ndonesian

i ndustry...”

Mydans, Seth. “Rulers Spoil Suspense For Voters in
| ndonesia.” New York Tines, 20 April 1997, p. 6.

“Suharto | eaves nothing to chance in what m ght be his
| ast election...Indonesia s rulers are trying to
neutralize dissidents before elections, using arrests,
interrogations and trials.”

Myers, Steven Lee. “East Tinmor Has Chafed for Centuries
Under Foreign Rule.” New York Tines, 12 Cct 1996.

“I'n 1975, as Portugal’s colonial enpire abruptly ended,
East Ti nor won independence after nore than 400 years of
foreign rule. But within nonths, civil war plunged it
into chaos and I ndonesi a i nvaded, annexing the country a
year |l ater and inposing a harsh new rule.”

Shenon, Philip. “Tinorese Bishop and Exil e Awarded Nobel
Peace Prize.” New York Tines, 12 Cct 1996

Account of Nobel Peace Prize wi nners Jose Ranps-Horta
and Roman Catholic Bishop Carlos Xinenes Belo. “Wre it
not for the efforts of Bishop Belo and M. Ranpbs-Horta
to prick the conscience of the outside world about human
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rights abuses by the Indonesian mlitary, East Tinor

m ght easily have been overl ooked as sinply one nore
tiny, troubled place anong so many others.” Conmenti ng
on Bi shop Bel o, who oversees East Tinor’'s 95% Roman

Cat hol i ¢ popul ati on, says consultant to the United
States Catholic Conference on issues involving East
Tinmor, “He has constantly risked his life--constantly.”

WiDunn, Sheryl. “In Asia Sone Ask, ‘Wiy a Fuss Over Cash to
Cinton” Anyway, Wiat a Buy!” New York Tines.

“From Asi a, the accusations of influence-peddling at the
VWhite House |l ook a bit different...The i medi ate
reaction is often not outrage but surprise--at the |ow
Anerican prices.”

“Gowa little every day.”
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Malaysia
(mah-LAY-zhah)

Popul ati on 19, 723, 587
% under 15 years 36%
Commo
TV 1:9.5
Radi o 1:5
Phone 1:9
Newspaper 140: 1, 000
Heal t h
Li f e Expect ancy Mal e 67/ Femal e 73
Hospital s 1: 482
Doct ors 1: 2,412
| MR 25:1, 000
| ncone $7,500. 00 per cap
Literacy Rate 78%
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1. Religious Groups “isiamis the official religion of
the country, but Article 11 of the Constitution provides that
every person has the right to profess and practice his or her
own religion. The propagation of any other religion to
Muslinms is forbidden by state | aws.

According to the 1980 census, 53 percent of the
popul ation is Muslim 17 percent Buddhist, 12 percent
Confuci an, 7 percent Hindu, 7 percent Christian, and the
bal ance (about 4 percent) adhere to another or to no
religion. These figures differed according to geographi cal
area and ethnic conposition. For instance, 56 percent of
Peni nsul ar Mal aysia s population is Muslim 51 percent of
t hat of Sabah, and 26 percent of that of Sarawak. Only 2
percent of the popul ation of Peninsular Ml aysia is
Christian, but the corresponding figures for Sabah and
Sarawak are 27 percent and 29 percent, respectively.

Religion correlates closely with
ethnicity in that in varying degrees of
religiosity, all Ml ays adhere to I|Islam
Chi nese enbrace el enents of Buddhi sm
Taoi sm and Confuci anism and nearly all
| ndi ans adhere to Hi nduism About 4
percent of the Chinese and about 8
percent of the Indian comunities profess
Christianity.” (Unless stated otherw se,
all quotations are fromthe Library of
Congress Country Studi es/ Area Handbooks- -

Mal aysi a. )

a. Muslim (5399 “Islam spread throughout the Ml ay
worl d during the Mal acca sultanate of the fifteenth century.
Adapting to and being nodified by its | ocal environnent,

i ndi genous beliefs and the earlier influence of H nduism
shaped its structure and evolution in Ml aysi a.

Under the Constitution the ruler of each state (with
certain exceptions) is the highest ranking Islamc authority
in that state. Religious questions pertaining to the entire
country are deci ded by the Conference of Rulers.
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Anmong several religious festivals, the tw nost
inportant are the Pilgrimge Festival (Hari Raya Haji) and
t he Fast-Ending Festival (Hari Raja Puasa). The forner
celebrates the tinme when pilgrimges to Mecca are customarily
made and the latter, the end of the nonth of fasting
(Ramadan). These festivals and the cel ebration of the
Prophet Mohammed’ s birthday are national holidays.”

b. Hindu (7% “The Indians who nigrated to Ml aysia
brought a religion connected with the cultivation of the
| and, the welfare of the famly and kin group, and the
deification of the place of famly or kin group residence.
M gration weakened this pattern, if only because of the
i npersonal nature of enploynent on the | arge rubber estates
and the lack of famliar deities associated with the | and.

An attenpt has been nmade to
continue sone of the old fornms in the
new setting. Each estate has at | east
one tenple dedicated to a god--usually
derived fromthe H ndu pant heon--who
serves as a guardian for the estate
wor kers. However, if one of the gods
seens unpropitious, the workers have no
hesitancy in turning to another deity.
The tenple is regarded not as a pl ace
for comrunal worship but as the abode
of a deity.

The worshi ppers take no part in the tenple cerenonies
and nerely enter the tenple to attain spiritual uplift and
bl essing and to give offerings to the gods through its
priests.”

c. Buddhist and Taoist (29%

“The three great religious streans anong the Chinese--
Confuci ani sm Taoi sm and Buddhi sm-are not sharply
differentiated, and the religious |ife of nost Chinese is
likely to enbrace elenents of all three, the enphasis
depending in part on the area of China fromwhich the famly
originally cane.
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Confuci ani sm strengt hens and sanctifies famly life;
Taoi sm seeks freedom from soci al constraints and persona
power through the use of ritual exercises and potions; and
Buddhi sm preaches a doctrine of reincarnation, prom sing
sal vation for all beings.

Al t hough they offer
enl i ghtennment, spiritual guidance,
and--in Buddhi sm and Taoi sm -such
institutions as tenples and
nmonasteries, the three traditions are
practical rather than nystical and
are oriented to the problens of
everyday life rather than to cosmc
or met aphysi cal concerns.

The ancestor cult was based on the assunption that the
[iving can communicate with the dead and that the dead are
af fected by and can influence events in the world of the
living. The eclectic character of Chinese religion includes
belief in spirits and the worship of numerous deities and
saints, sone of whom are taken from anci ent Chi nese nyt hol ogy
and others who are drawn from Buddhi st and Taoi st pant heons.

An ancestral tablet (or a substitute, such as a
phot ograph) is still kept in a special shrine or on a shelf,
whi ch may al so house certain deities and is the object of
ritual attention in donestic worship. However, nore
el aborate beliefs relating to the division of the soul after
death, fixing part of the soul in the ancestral tablet, and
requirenents for periodic rituals of kinship solidarity, have
been sinplified.

Just as it is unthinkable to
negl ect one’s parents or grandparents
while they live, so it is unthinkable
to neglect and forget them after death.
As an expression of filial piety for
deceased parents, children pay their
respects and provide for their welfare
in the afterlife through the nedi um of
ritual .
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The Chinese express their piety by a quiet adherence to
the positive virtues sanctioned by the spirit world. Mre
overt manifestations of religious feeling appear in the
donestic rites before the househol d gods and ancestors.
Traditionally, cerenonies take place before the tablets on
the first and fifteenth days of the |unar cal endar nonth,
during which incense is burned or candles lit.

Special rites are observed at certain tinmes of the year-
-New Year, Feast of Tonbs, Dragon Boat Festival, Mnth of
Good Brothers, Birthday of the Kitchen God, Wnter Festival,
and the tinmes of death or marriage. Sone of the cal endar
observations such as the Dragon Boat Festival, are occasions
for large-scale public celebrations, but these are not of
primary inportance froma religious viewoint.

Chinese ritual is essentially famly centered, and the
famly or household rites have the greatest significance.
This is true even in the death cerenonies although the
community offers support to the bereaved famly inits
attenpt to carry out the duties of filial piety.”

d. Christian (7%
e. Traditional i ndi genous or no preference (4%
2. Ethnic/Racial groups

a. Malay (MAY-1ay) and other indi genous (66%
“Together with the Orang Asli and the indi genous peopl es of
Sabah and Sarawak, the Malay population is identified as
Bum putra--literally, sons of the soil. The connotation is
that, as the indigenous peoples of the nodern states, they
possess an entitlenment to represent the social and cul tural
core of the national identity.

Per haps the one universal el enent
of Malay culture is the Muslimfaith. *
Al t hough all Ml ays are not equally

devout in their behavior, there are

practically no Mal ays who deny Islam
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There are sone Javanese who are unorthodox Muslins and a
few who are Christians. Hi storically, becomng a Miuslim has
often nmeant acceptance within the Malay community. The |ine
bet ween I ndian Muslinms and Malays is often a narrow one, and
t here has been considerable intermarriage as well as shifts
in ethnic identity.”

b. Chinese (26%

c. Indian (7% “The Mal aysian Indian community is the
nost het er ogeneous of the three primary ethnic groups of
Peni nsul ar Mal aysia. The overwhel mng ngjority of Indians
(over 80 percent) are descendants of Tamls fromthe |Indian
state of Madras (now Tam | Nadu) and of the H ndu faith.”

d. Other (1%

3. Gender Issues

a. Government concern “Governnent |eaders have
identified domestic violence as a continuing social ill.
Bet ween January and August, there were 514 reported cases of

donmestic violence. 1In a devel opnent wel comed by wonen's
organi zati ons, the Governnent began to inplenent the 1994
Donestic Violence Act. It offers a broad definition of

donestic violence, gives powers to the courts to protect
victinms, and provides for conpensation and counseling for
victinms. Those covered under the bill include a spouse, a
former spouse, a child, an incapacitated adult, or any other
menber of the famly. Cases of wife beating or child abuse,
whi ch had been tried under provisions of the Penal Code
governing assault and battery, are now expected to conme under
the Donmestic Violence Act.” (U S. Departnent of State Human
R ghts Report 1996-- Ml aysia.)
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b. Status of women

“NGO s concerned about wonen's issues advocate
| egi sl ative and social reforns to inprove the status of
wonen. These groups raise issues such as viol ence agai nst
wonen, trafficking in wonen and young girls, enploynent
opportunities with equal pay, and greater participation by
wonen in deci si onmaki ng positions.

Wnen's issues continued to receive pronm nent coverage
in public semnars and the nedia.”

c. Cultural/religious influences “The cultural and
religious traditions of the major ethnic groups heavily
i nfluence the condition of wonen in society. In famly and
religious matters, Miuslimwonen are subject to Islamc | aw
Pol ygyny is allowed and practiced to a |imted degree, and
i nheritance |law favors male offspring and relatives. The
Islamc Fam |y Law was revised in 1989 to provide better
protection for the property rights of married Misli mwonen
and to make nore equitable a Musli mwoman's right to divorce.

Non- Musl i m wonen are subject to civil law. Changes in
the Gvil Marriage and Divorce Act in the early 1980's
i ncreased protection of married wonen's rights, especially
those married under customary rites.”

d. Equality “Government policy supports wonen's full
and equal participation in education and the work force.
Wnen are represented in grow ng nunbers in the professions,
but wonen's groups argue that the |evel of participation is
still disproportionately low. According to various studies,
only about 1.4 percent of wonen currently hold decisionmaking
posts. The studies also estimate that only about 5 percent
of political decisionnmakers are wonen.

In the opposition-controlled state of Kel antan, the
state governnent has inposed restrictions on all female
wor kers, including non-Miuslinms. Fenmale workers cannot work
at night and are restricted in the dress they nay wear in the
wor kpl ace. The state governnment justifies these restrictions
as reflecting Islamc val ues.”
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4. Conflicts “iInternational disputes:
involved in a conplex dispute over the
Spratley Islands with China,

Phi | i ppi nes, Taiwan, Vietnam and

possi bly Brunei; State of Sabah cl ai ned
by the Philippines; Brunei may wish to
purchase the Ml aysi an sal i ent that

di vides Brunei into two parts; two
islands in dispute with Singapore; two
islands in dispute with Indonesia.”
(1996 CI A Wrld Factbook--Mal aysi a)

5. Holidays/Observances (The following material,
adapted from Hol i days, Festivals and Cel ebrati ons of the
Wrld Dictionary, conpiled by Sue Thonpson and Bar bar
Carl son, [Detroit: Omigrpahics, 1994], is instructive.

a. Dewali (deh-WAHL-ee, first half of November)

“Arow or cluster of lights”--week-long festivities
illumnated by |anps, fireworks, and bonfires.

Mal aysia famlies clean and whitewash hones and draw
el aborate designs on floors with col ored powder to
wel conme Lakshm , H ndu goddess of wealth and
prosperity.

b. Birthday of the Goddess of Mercy (19th day of the
third noon and 19th day of the tenth noon)

Cel ebration of Kuan Yin (gwahn-yin), the Bodhisattva
‘Buddha-to-be’ of infinite conpassion and nercy.
Devot ees bearing joss sticks, fresh fruits, flowers,
and sweet cakes gather twice a year at tenples

dedi cated to Kuan Yin in Kuala Lunmpur and Panang to
pray for her benevol ence.

c. Hari Raya Puasa (hahr-ee RYE-yah POO ah-sah, first
day of Shawwal )

Anot her nanme for ldul-Fitr, the three day feast
mar ki ng the end of Ramadan.
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Musl i m Mal aysi ans hol d open houses, inviting non-
Muslim friends, fostering nore understanding

Muslims in turn visit the Chinese during Lunar New
Year, the H ndus during Dewali, and the Christians
during Christmas

d. Mandi Safar (nmahn-dee SAHfahr, Safar, the second
Mos| em nont h)

Musl i m bat hi ng festival unique to Ml aysi a.

Oiginally believed to commenorate the last tine
Mohanmmred was able to bathe before his death
Participants wear bright colors, visit beaches, and
cl ean body and soul with water.

Many orthodox Muslinms consider day as little nore
than a picnic.

e. Meenakshi Kalyanam (nee- nahk-shee kahl - yah- NAHW
April; full noon of Phal guna)

Al so called Panguni Uttiram

Cel ebrates the marri age of Subramanya to Thei vani,
adopt ed daughter of Indra. Food is free to anyone
al |l day.

f. Merdeka Day (nehr- DAY-kah, 31 August)

Nat i onal holiday to comrenorate
Mal aysi an nerdeka, or

“i ndependence”, fromBritish
sovereignty in 1957.

Parts of Ml aysia were under
various foreign powers for
centuries. By the 1920s all the
states were ruled by Britain.
Federati on of Mal aya founded in
1957 and Mal aysia in 1963.
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g. Padi Harvest Festival (pah-dee, 30-31 May)

Hol i day in Labuan Territory and state of Sabah.

Cel ebrated by the Kadazan people (al so known as
Dusun), the largest indigenous ethnic group in Sabah.
Harvest is a ritual dedicated to the Banbaazon, or
rice spirit.

h. Thaipusam (tai-P0OO sahm 3-12 days; January-
February)

Hi ndu festival nmarking the birthday and victory of
the Hi ndu god Lord Subramaniam also known as Lord
Murugar, over the denons.

Public holiday in Ml aysian states of Perak, Penang,
and Sel angor.

I. Other Malaysian holidays:

(1) Birthday of the Yang di-Pertuan Agong (first
Wednesday in June)

(2) Christmas Day (25 Decenber)

(3) International New Year’'s Day (1 January)
(4) Labor Day (1 My)

(5) National Day (31 August)

6. Customs

a. Gestures

Smile Smles may mask a variety of feelings, from
good hunor to enbarrassnent, irritation or upset.

Subjectivity Truth is often seen in subjective feelings
rat her than concrete facts.

Silence Many Mal aysi an peoples are confortable with

| ong periods of silence. (See Kiss, Bow or Shake
Hands, pp. 217, 219, 222.)
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Variety Three cul tures inpact
gestures and nmanners in

Mal aysi a- - Mal ay, Chi nese and

I ndi an. Cbserve your host and
ot hers around you, follow ng
their exanpl e.

Elderly Show respect for the el derly.

b. Freedom of Religion “Islamis the official
religion. Religious mnorities, which include |arge Hi ndu,
Buddhi st, Sikh, and Christian communities, generally are
permtted to worship freely but are subject to sone
restrictions.

Adherence to Islamis considered intrinsic to Ml ay
ethnic identity, and therefore Islamc religious |aws
adm ni stered by state authorities through Islamc courts bind
all ethnic Malays in sone civil matters, such as famly
rel ations and diet.

Gover nnent funds support an Islamc religious
establishnment, and it is official policy to ‘infuse Islamc
values’ into the admnistration of the country. At the sane
time, the Constitution provides for freedomof religion, and
the Governnment has refused to accede to pressures to inpose
Islam c religious |aw beyond the Mislim community.

The Governnent opposes what it
considers extrem st or deviant
interpretations of Islam In the past, the
Government has inposed restrictions on
certain Islamc sects. |In August 1995, the
Gover nment banned the Al Argamreli gi ous
nmovenent for what it termed ‘deviationist
teachings,’” and it remained banned at year's
end. The Governnent continues to nonitor
the activities of the Shi'ite mnority.

AWM
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Governnment authorities continued to enphasi ze the
i nportance of controlling deviationist groups, and arrested
foll owers of the banned Al Argam novenent for attenpting to
revive the deviationist sect. The Governnment announced t hat
the authorities were investigating another 50 or so
"devi ationi st" groups.

I n nost cases, the Governnent
expected to provide ‘counselling and
hol d di al ogs’ to encourage themto
return to ‘the right path.” The
authorities have warned that such
groups would not be allowed to take
advant age of freedomof religion to
spread di scord anong the peopl e.

There continued to be allegations that sone state
governnments are slow in approving building permts for non-
Musl i m pl aces of worship or land for ceneteries for non-
Musl i ns.

The Governnent di scourages the circulation of a popul ar
Mal ay- | anguage transl ation of the Bible. Sone states have
| aws prohibiting the use of Ml ay-language religious ternms by
Christians, but the authorities do not actively enforce them

The Governnent permts but di scourages conversion to
religions other than Islam Sone states have | ong proscribed
by | aw proselytizing of Muslinms, and other parts of the
country strongly discourage it as well.

In a March 1990 deci sion, the Suprene Court upheld the
pri macy of the Constitution over inconsistent state |aws by
ruling that parents have the right to determne the religion
of their mnor children under the age of 18. The deci sion
eased fears in the non-Mislimcomunity over state | aws that
in religious conversion cases set the age of majority at
puberty based on Islamc |aw.”

c. People with disabilities “The Government does not
di scrim nate agai nst physically disabled persons in
enpl oynent, education, and provision of other state services.
However, public transportation, public buildings, and other
facilities are not adapted to the needs of the disabled, and
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t he Governnent has not mandated accessibility for the

di sabl ed, through | egislation or otherw se. Speci al
education schools exist, but they are not sufficient to neet
needs.

Nevert hel ess, the Governnent as well as the general
public are becom ng nore sensitive to the needs of the
physical ly disabled. New commuter trains are being nade
wheel chair accessible. The Governnment al so provides
i ncentives for enployers to offer enploynent opportunities
for the disabled. The Health M nister announced plans to
restructure the health care systemto place greater enphasis
on rehabilitation of the disabl ed.

D sabl ed persons work in all sectors of the econony, but
the prevalent feeling in society renmains that disabled people
cannot work. The Governnment continued its effort to register
those with disabilities under four categories--blind, deaf,
physi cal, and nental.”

d. Treatment of minorities “The Governnent inpl enents
extensive affirmative action prograns designed to boost the
econom ¢ position of the ethnic Malay majority, which remains
poorer on average, than the Chinese mnority despite the
former's political dom nance. Such governnent affirmative
action prograns and policies do, however, limt opportunities
for non-Mal ays in higher education, governnent enploynent,
busi ness permts and |icenses, and ownership of newy
devel oped agricultural lands. Indian Ml aysians continue to
| ag behind in the country's econom c devel opnent, although
the national economc policies target |ess advantaged
popul ations regardl ess of ethnicity. According to the
Governnent, these prograns have been instrunental in ensuring
ethnic harnony and political stability.”

7. Resources for Further Study

a. Cross-cultural resources

Eu, Geoffrey. |Insight Cuides--Mlaysia. Singapore: APA
Publ i cations, 1992. Al SO 915. 951 M239
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Aest hetically pleasing presentations of history,

peopl es, places, foods and travel tips. The beautiful
phot ographs, in National Geographic manner, make this a
vi sual |y appeal ing series.

Munan, Heidi. Culture Shock! Ml aysia. (ISBN 1-55868-076-
4), Portland, Oregon: Gaphic Arts Center Publishing, 1991.

Beg, borrow, or purchase any book in this series.

Hi ghly recommended by the Overseas Briefing Center, U S.
Department of State. Detailed, in-depth treatnent of

I Ssues.

Weel er, Tone. Lonely Planet Travel Survival Kit--Mlaysia,
Si ngapore and Brunei. Al SO 915. 9504 M239

The best, by far, of readily accessible travel guides.
Hi ghly recommended by the Overseas Briefing Center, U S.
Department of State. Detailed, in-depth treatnent of

I ssues.

b. Biography, novels, literature,
poetry

Purcell, Victor. The Menoirs of a Malayan Oficial.
Cassel |, [1965].
p Bosun Library: GCeneral CT16.U8 Al

Accounts of the author’s experiences in the arny for two
Wrld Wars, his civil service in Ml aysia (1921-1946),
United Nations consultant on Ml aysia (1946-48), and
final position at Canbridge (1949- ). Enphasis placed
on his tinme in Ml aysia.
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c. News articles

“104 Are Held in Malaysia After East Tinor Meeting.” New
York Times, 10 Nov 1996.

“The Mal aysi an police detained 104 participants,
i ncluding two Roman Cat holic bishops...at the second
Asia Pacific Conference on East Tinor...”

Gargan, Edward A. “The Master Buil der of Ml aysia: He
Thrives Wth a little Help FromH s Friends.” New York
Times, 27 Mar 1996

“As the head of the YTL Corl poration, one of Milaysia's
| ar gest project-devel opnment congl onerates, 42-year-old
Francis Yeoh Sock Ping has interests in projects ranging
frompower plants to hotels and resorts.”

Mydans, Seth. “lIts Mbod Dark as the Haze, Southeast Asia
Aches.” New York Tines, 26 Cct 1997, p. A3.

“Kual a Lunmpur, like the entire region, endures the
effects of a giant haze, a calamty caused by forest
fires in Indonesia to clear |land for crops.”

“CGet rid of excess baggage.”
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Papua New Guinea
(PAP-yoo0-ah GIN-ee)

Popul ati on
% under 15 years

Commo
TV
Radi o
Phone
Newspaper
Heal t h
Li fe Expectancy
Hospital s
Doctors
| MR
| ncone
Literacy Rate

237

4,294, 750
40%

1:418
1:18
1:59
13: 1, 000

Mal e 56/ Femal e 58
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1. Religious Groups

a. Indigenous Beliefs (34% sSpirit world and ancestor
veneration

b. Christian (66% Roman Cat holic--22% Lutheran--16%
Presbyt eri an/ Met hodi st/ London M ssi onary Soci ety--8%
Angl i can--5% Evangelical Alliance--4% Seventh-Day
Adventist--1% other Protestant--10%

2. Ethnic/Racial Groups
a. Melanesian (MEL- ah- NEE- zhahn, 98%

b. Polynesian, Micronesian, Chinese, European (2%

3. Gender Issues

a. Violence «Viol ence agai nst wonmen, including
donestic violence and gang rape, is a serious and preval ent
problem \While ostensibly protected by their famlies and
cl ans, wonen are nonethel ess often victins of violence.
Traditional village deterrents are breaking down, and the
nunber of gang rapes is believed to have risen. Although
rape i s punishable by inprisonnent, and sentences are |evied
when assailants are found guilty, few assailants are
appr ehended.

Donestic violence such as wfe
beating is also common, but is usually
viewed by police and citizenry alike as
a private, famly matter. According to
a 1992 report of the Law Reform
Comm ssion, two-thirds of w ves have
been beaten by their husbands.
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Vi ol ence commtted by wonen agai nst wonmen frequently
stens from donestic problens, and, where pol ygynous narri ages
are still customary, there has been an increase in the nunber
of wonen charged with the nurder of another of their
husband's wives. According to one report, 65 percent of
wonen in prison are there for attacking or killing another
woman. I n view of the nunber of such incidents, a senior
police official in the highlands region in April called for
| egislation to make a man who has married nore than one wfe
responsible if one of the wives dies as a result of a fight
anong the wives.” (U.S. Departnent of State Human Ri ghts
Report, 1996--Paupua New CGui nea)

b. Equal rights <“The Constitution and | aws have
provi sions for extensive rights for wonen dealing with
famly, marriage, and property issues. Sonme wonen in the
nodern sector have achieved senior positions in the
pr of essi ons, business, and civil service.

However, traditional patterns of discrimnation against
wonen persist. Despite constitutional and | egal provisions,
nost wonen, even those in urban areas, are considered second-
class citizens. For exanple, village courts tend to be
overly severe on wonen, inposing jail terns on those found
guilty of adultery, while penalizing nmen lightly or not at
al | .

Crcuit-riding National Court
justices frequently annull ed such
village court sentences. In April the
Gover nment approved anendnents to the
Village Courts Act requiring that orders
for inprisonnment be endorsed by a
district court before they take effect.

Pol ygyny (pah-LIJ-ah-nee, having nore than one wife at a
tine), a custonmary practice anong sone tribes, particularly
in the highlands, and the custom of paying bride-price serve
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to reinforce a view of wonen as property. This view was
carried to the extrene when tri besnen froma western

hi ghl ands village, in pressing conpensation clains for the
death of a relative, demanded that a young woman be i ncl uded
as part of a conpensation package of goods and noney.”

4. Holidays/Observances

(The follow ng material, adapted
from Hol i days, Festivals and

Cel ebrations of the Wrld
Dictionary, conpiled by Sue Thonpson
and Barbara Carlson, [Dtroit:

Omi graphics, 1994], is
instructive.)

a. Pig festival (various days)

Event enconpassi ng dozens of social cerenonies and
political events.

Tribe nenbers settle their debts.

Marriage cerenonies, initiation cerenonies, bride-
price paynents, nenstruation and courtship cerenonies
al so take pl ace.

The kanam a Bundi dance depicting |life of animals
and birds in the forest, is frequently perforned.

b. Waratambar (wahr-ah- TAHM bahr, 24 August)

War at anbar, or Thanksgi ving Day, is observed by the
Christian popul ati on.

Farnmers and their famlies take time off work to
participate in the celebration, which focuses on

si ngi ng and danci ng.

Songs express an appreciation of and cl oseness to
nature and all creatures; dances dramatize triba
wars. Costunes worn by dancers are usually handnade
of ferns, noss, |eaves, flowers, and other natural
material s.

c. Other Papua New Guinea holidays

(1) Boxing Day (26 Decenber)
(2) Christmas Day (25 Decenber)
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(3) Independence Day (16 Septenber)
(4) New Year’s Day (1 January)

5. Customs

a. Freedom of religion “The Constitution contains
provisions for freedomof religion, and the Governnent
respects themin practice.”

b. People with disabilities  “Through the Nati onal
Board for the Disabled, the Governnment provides |limted
funding to nore than a dozen NGO s that provide services to
t he di sabl ed.

The Governnment does not provide
di rect progranms or services. Services
and health care for the disabl ed, except
for that provided by the traditiona
famly and clan system do not exist in
several of the country's provinces. No
| egi sl ati on mandates accessibility for
t he di sabl ed. Disabl ed persons face
di scrimnation in education, training,
and enpl oynent.”

6. Cultural Literacy Concepts/Terms

Pidgin languages (Pl J-ahn)

Nat i onal | anguage of Papua New Gui nea, Tok Pisin
(Talk Pidgin), is a devel oped pidgin (language

evol ving over generations of repeated contact between
peopl es of separate tongues, resulting in a readily
used form of communi cation) | anguage.
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7. Resources for Further Study

a. Biography, novels, literature, poetry

Drea, Edward J. Defending the Driniunor: Covering Force
Operations in New Guinea, 1944. Fort Leavenworth, Kansas:
Conmbat Studies Institute, 1984.

“...one gains fresh insight into the U S. Arny’'s
historic jungle warfare canpaigns as well|l as a tactical
appreci ation of the enornous difficulties both sides
[U. S. and Japanese] experienced in the jungled terrain.”

Luvas, Jay. “Buna 19 Novenber 1942-2 January 1943: A
‘Leavenworth Nightmare.’” (pp. 186-225 of Anerica’ s First
Battles, 1776-1965, ed. by Charles Heller and Wlliam Stofft,
Law ence, Kansas: University of Kansas Press, 1986.)

Account of the unprepared 32d Infantry D vision's
turmoil in New Guinea during Wrld War 1. “Buna was a
first battle rich in | essons | earned. Observer and
after-action reports have fascinating and instructive
things to say about the performance and handling of

i ndi vi dual weapons, the special tactics of jungle

war fare, proper functioning of the chain of command on
the battlefield and in rear areas, nmap and aeri al - photo
readi ng and procurenent, aerial observation, the nature
of Japanese defensive positions, the function of
artillery in a jungle environnment and the units of fire
t hat nust be maintai ned, novenent and supply of troop by
air, effects of the jungle and tropical climte on

equi pnent, and neasures necessary to protect the health
of the soldier in the world s nost heavily infested

mal aria region.” (p. 224)
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b. News articles

Mydans, Seth. “As Election Nears, Mixre Than Politics D vides
I sland.” New York Tines, 27 April 1997.

Account of rioting and looting in Port Mresby as a
prelude to the comng election crisis.

Mydans, Seth. “In Lush Tropics, a Flowering of Muirderous
Gangs.” New York Tinmes, 1 May 1997, p. 4.

“The aim ess young nen of Port Moresby...prey on both
foreigners and |local citizens, especially young wonen.”

Mydans, Seth. “Street Crinme Plagues Papua New Guinea.” New
York Tinmes, 22 Jun 1997, p. 3.

Account of w despread violence on the streets of Papua
New GQuinea’s cities.

Mydans, Seth. “Wlere Al |Is Babel, They Spread the Good
Wrd.” New York Tines, 20 May 1997

“I'n Papua, New Cuinea, Wcliffe Bible Translators and
its arm the Summer Institute of Linguistics, have
produced Bibles in 100 | anguages. At their headquarters
[in Ukarunpa], m ssionaries held a pancake breakfast.”
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“Commt yourself to excellence in all you do. \Watever your
next step inlife will be, you nust face the chall enge by
giving it your best. |If you ve given your best, you can be
happy wiwth the result. [If you know you can do better,

i nprove for the next tinme and press on. And if you stunble
al ong the way, take that as part of the |earning process.”
Honorabl e Sheila E. Wdnall, secretary of the Air Force
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Singapore
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1. Religious Groups

“I'n 1988 the Mnistry of Conmunity Devel opnent reported
the religious distribution to be 28.3 percent Buddhist, 18.7
percent Christian, 17.6 percent no religion, 16 percent
| slam 13.4 percent Daoist, 9 percent H ndu, and 1.1 percent
other religions (Sikhs, Parsis, Jews).” (Unless otherw se
stated, all quotes cone fromthe Library of Congress Country
St udi es/ Area Handbook- - Si ngapore. )

a. Buddhism “canoni cal Buddhi smwas represented in
Si ngapore as Si nhal ese Theravada (sin-hah-LEEZ t her-ah- VAH
dah) Buddhism This form of Buddhismprevails in Sri Lanka
and mai nl and Sout heast Asia and differs fromthe Mahayana
Buddhi sm of Chi na, Korea, and Japan in both doctrine and
or gani zati on.

Ther avada Buddhi sm was brought by
Si nhal ese m grants from Ceyl on
(contenporary Sri Lanka), who al so
i nfl uenced the architectural style of
Thai and Vi et nanese Ther avada tenpl es.

These latter were staffed by Thai or Vi etnanese nonks,
sone of whomwere originally nenbers of the overseas Chinese
communities of those countries and served a predom nantly
Chi nese laity, using Hokkien, Teochiu, Cantonese, or English.

Si ngapore was al so hone to a nunmber of Chinese sects and
syncretic cults that called thensel ves Buddhi st but taught
their own particul ar doctrines and | acked properly ordai ned
Buddhi st nonks.”

b. Taoist “The Chinese practi ced Chi nese popul ar
religion, a distinctive and conplex syncretic religion that
i ncor porates sone el enents from canoni cal Buddhi sm and Taoi sm
but focuses on the worship of gods, ghosts, and ancestors.
It enphasizes ritual and practice over doctrine and beli ef,
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has no commonly recogni zed nanme, and is so closely entw ned
wi th Chinese culture and social organization that it cannot
prosel ytize. In Singapore its public manifestations included
| arge tenpl es housing i mges of deities believed to respond
to human appeals for guidance or relief fromaffliction and
use of the common Chinese cycle of calendrical festivals.”

c. Hindu

“H ndus have been part of Singapore's popul ation since
its foundation in 1819, and sone of the old Hi ndu tenples,
such as the Sri Mariamman Tenpl e, were decl ared nati onal
historical sites in the 1980s and so preserved from
denolition. Singapore's Hi ndus adapted their religion to
their mnority status in two primry ways--
conpartmentalization and ritual reinterpretation

Conpartnental i zation referred to the H ndus tendency to
di stingui sh between the honme, in which they nmaintained a
nearly conpletely orthodox H ndu pattern of diet and ritua
observance, and the secular outer world of work, school, and
public life, where they did not apply categories of purity
and pol | ution.

Si ngapore | acked the tightly organi zed caste groups of
communities found in India but replaced themin |arge-scale
tenple festivals with groups representing those of the sane
occupation or place of enploynent.”

d. Muslim “The Singapore Muslim
Religious Council (Majlis Ugana | sl am *
Si ngapura) played a very inportant role
in the organization of Islamc affairs
and therefore of the Malay comunity.

Aut hori zed by the 1966 Adm nistration of Muslim Law Act,
the council, conposed of nmenbers nom nated by Mislim
soci eties but appointed by the president of Singapore, was
formally a statutory board that advised the president on al
matters relating to the Muslimreligion. It acted to
centralize and standardi ze the practice of I|slam
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The council adm nistered all Muslimtrusts (wafs);
organi zed a conputerized and centralized collection of tithes
and obligatory gifts (zakat harta and zakat fitrah); and
managed all aspects of the pilgrimge to Mecca, including
regi stering pilgrins, obtaining Saudi Arabian visas, and
making airline reservations. The council also hel ped the
gover nnment reorgani ze the nosque system after redevel opnent.

Bef ore the massive redevel opnment and rehousi ng of the
1970s and 1980s, Singapore's Miuslinms were served by about
ni nety nosques, many of which had been built and were funded
and managed by | ocal, sonetines ethnically based,
communities. Redevel opnent destroyed both the nbsques and
the communities that had supported them scattering the
peopl e t hrough new housing estates. The council, in
consultation with the governnent, decided not to rebuild the
smal | nosques but to replace themw th |large central nosques.

Construction funds canme froma formally voluntary
contribution collected along wwth the Central Provident Fund
deduction paid by all enployed Muslins. The new central
nmosques coul d accommobdate 1,000 to 2,000 persons and provided
such services as kindergartens, religious classes, famly
counsel ing, |eadership and conmmunity devel opnment cl asses,
tuition and remedi al instruction for school children, and
Arabi ¢ | anguage instruction.

The governnent had regul ated Muslim
marri ages and divorces since 1880, and the
1957 Muslim Ordi nance aut horized the
establ i shnment of the centralized Sharia
Court, with jurisdiction over divorce and
i nheritance cases. The court, under the
M nistry of Community Devel opnent, replaced
a set of governnent-licensed but otherw se
unsupervi sed kathi (ka-DEE, |slam c judges)
who had previously deci ded questions of
di vorce and inheritance, follow ng either
the traditions of particular ethnic groups
or their own interpretations of Miuslimlaw
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The court attenpted to consistently enforce sharia |aw,
standard Islamc |law as set out in the Quran and the
decisions of early Muslimrulers and jurists, and to reduce
the high rate of divorce anong Malays. |In 1989 the Singapore
Musl i m Rel i gi ous Council took direct control of the subjects
taught in Islam c schools and of the Friday sernons given at
all nobsques.”

e. Christian “The Christian proportion of the
popul ati on nearly doubl ed between 1980 and 1988, growi ng from
10 percent to nearly 19 percent.

The grom h of Christianity and of those professing no
religion was greatest in the Chinese community, wth nost of
the Christian converts being young, well-educated people in
secure white-collar and professional jobs. Mst converts
j oi ned evangelical and charismatic Protestant churches
wor shi ping in English.

About one-third of the nenbers of
Parlianent were Christians, as were
many cabinet mnisters and nenbers of
the ruling party, which was dom nated
by wel | -educat ed, English speaking
Chi nese. The associ ati on of
Christianity with elite social and
political status may have hel ped
attract sone converts.”

2. Ethnic/Racial Groups =“since the city's foundation
in 1819, Singapore's popul ati on has been pol ygl ot and
multiethnic. Chinese have been in the majority since 1830
but have thensel ves been divided into sonetinmes antagonistic
segnents speaking nutually unintelligible Chinese | anguages.
The col onial society was conpartnented into ethnic and

[ i nguistic groups, which were in turn associated with
distinct political and econom c functions. Singapore has
never had a dom nant culture to which imm grants coul d
assimlate nor a comon | anguage. This was the foundation
upon which the efforts of the governnent and ruling party to
create a common Singaporean identity in the 1970s and 1980s
rested.”
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a. Chinese 76%

“Chi nese included people from mainl and China, Tai wan,
and Hong Kong, as well as Chinese fromall the countries of
Sout heast Asia, including sone who spoke Mal ay or English as
their first |anguage.”

b. Malays 15% “The Ml ays included not only those from
peni nsul ar Mal aya, but also inmmgrants or their descendants
fromvarious parts of the Indonesian archipel ago, such as
Sumatra, the Ri au |slands south of Singapore, Java, and
Sul awesi. Those people who in Indonesia were nenbers of such
di stinct ethnic groups as Acehnese, M nangkabau, Bugi nese,
Javanese, or Sundanese were in Singapore all considered
‘Mal ays. "

c. Indians 6% “Indi ans conpri sed people stemm ng from
anywhere in pre-1947 British India, the present states of
| ndi a, Pakistan, and Bangl adesh, and from Sri Lanka and
Burma. Singapore's Indian ‘race’ thus contained Tamls,
Mal ayal i s, Sikhs, Qujaratis, Punjabis, and others fromthe
subconti nent who shared neither physical appearance,
| anguage, nor religion.”

3. Gender Issues

a. Violence “There is no evidence of any wi despread
practice of violence or abuse agai nst wonen. Laws such as
t he Penal Code and the Whnen's Charter protect wonen agai nst

250



Unit 12i: Country Area Studies--Indonesian Archipelago

donestic violence and sexual or physical harassnent. A
battered wife can obtain court orders barring the spouse from
the honme until the court is satisfied that he will stop his
aggressi ve behavior. The Penal Code prescribes mandatory
caning and a mninmuminprisonnment of 2 years for conviction
on a charge of ‘outraging nodesty’ that causes the victim
fear of death or injury.” (U S. Departnent of State Human

R ghts Report, 1996--Si ngapore.)

b. Equality “wnen enjoy the sane I egal rights as men
in nost areas, including civil |iberties, enploynent,
comercial activity, and education. The Wnen's Charter,
enacted in 1961, gives wonen, anong other rights, the right
to own property, conduct trade, and receive divorce
settlenments. Muislimwonen enjoy nost of the rights and
protections of the Winen's Charter.

Musl i m men may practice pol ygyny;
they al so may divorce unilaterally,
whereas Musli mwonen may not. Pol ygyny
occurred in 104 of 4,412 marriages
regi stered in 1995.

In 1962 the Governnent instituted the principle of equal
pay for equal work in the civil service and abolished
separate salary scales in 1965.

Wnen make up 39 percent of the | abor force and are well
represented in many professional fields, but they still hold
t he preponderance of | ow wage jobs such as clerks and
secretaries. As a result, their average salary levels are
only 74 percent those of nen. Wnen hold few | eadership
positions in the private sector.

O her areas of discrimnation remain. For exanple,
children born overseas to female citizens are not granted
citizenship automatically, while those of male citizens are.
Femal e civil service enpl oyees who are nmarried do not receive
health benefits for their spouses and dependents as do nal e
gover nment enpl oyees.”
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4. Conflicts Two islands in dispute with Ml aysia

A

5. Holidays/Observances

(The following material, adapted from
Hol i days, Festivals and Cel ebrati ons
of the World Dictionary, conpiled by
Sue Thonpson and Barbara Carl son,
[Detroit: Omigraphics, 1994], is
instructive.)

a. Panguni Uttiram (pahg- OO nee oo- TEE-rahm April ;
full noon of Phal guna)

Cel ebrates the marriage of H ndu goddess Meenakshi,
an incarnation of Paravti, and Lord Sundereswarar
(al so known as Shiva).

At the Sri Mariamman Tenple, there is a fire-wal ki ng
cer enony.

b. Birthday of the Monkey God (17 February & 12
Sept enber)

Cel ebration of Tai Seng Yeh, the popul ar Monkey God,
who is thought to cure the sick and absol ve the
hopel ess.

Taoi st nmediuns go into a trance to let the god's
spirit enter their bodies; possessed, they how and
sl ash thensel ves with knives and scrawl synbols on
scraps of paper that are grabbed by devot ees.

c. National Day (9 August)

Public holiday to comenorate Singapore independence.

Si ngapore was the admnistrative seat for the Straits
Settlenments, a British crown col ony, from 1867 unti

it was occupied by Japan in Wrld War 11. Restored
to Britain in 1945, it becane a part of Malaysia in
1963, and i ndependent in 1965.
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d. Festival of the Nine Imperial Gods (first nine days
of the ninth |unar nonth)

Derives from an anci ent Chinese cleansing ritual.
Priests invite the Nine Inperial Gods to descend from
the heavens into an urn filled wth burning benzene.
Nine oil |anps representing the gods are hung froma
banboo pole in front of the tenple.

G ound below the lanps is purified every norning and
afternoon with holy water. Wrshippers enter the
tenple by crossing a specially constructed bridge,
synbolizing belief that they are |l eaving evils of the
past year behi nd.

e. Birthday of the Third Prince (8th and 9th days of
fourth noon)

Chi nese Taoist festival to honor the Third Prince, a
m racl e-wor ki ng child-god who rides on the wheel s of

wind and fire.

Chi nese nediuns in trances dance and sl ash thensel ves
wi th spi ked maces and swords, and wite charns on

yel | ow paper with blood fromtheir tongues.

There is a street procession of stilt-wal kers, dragon
dancers, and Chi nese nusi ci ans.

f. Vesak Day (veh-SAHK, during fifth |unar nonth)

Cel ebrates the birth, enlightennent, and nirvana of
t he Buddha.
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g. Other Singapore holidays:

(1) Chinese New Year (varies)
(2) Christmas (25 Decenber)
(3) Easter

(4) Good Friday

(5) Labor Day (1 May)

(6) New Year’s Day (1 January)

6. Customs

a. Gestures

Discussion Avoi d conversation topics on religion and
politics

Laws Rules against littering, drugs, weapons,

j aywal ki ng, spitting, snoking and pornographic

mat eri al s abound. Beware and ensure you know t he

| aws prior to going to Singapore.

Conversation I n discussions with Singapore s people
you may be asked questions of a personal nature. A
smle and qui et explanation nay be appropriate. (See
Ki ss, Bow or Shake Hands, pp. 330, 334.)

Pointing Avoid pointing at anyone with the index
finger

b. Freedom of religion

“Freedomof religion is provided for in the Constitution
and usually respected in practice. There is no state
religion. The Governnment has determned that all residents
of public housing should have access to religious
organi zations traditionally associated with their ethnic
groups. It therefore provides sone financial assistance to
build and mai ntain nosques. The Governnent also facilitates
contributions to the construction of Indian and Chi nese
t enpl es.
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M ssionaries are permtted to work and to publish
religious texts. However, all religious groups are subject
to governnment scrutiny and nmust be legally registered. The
Governnent restricts sonme religious groups by application of
the Societies Act and has banned ot hers, such as Jehovah's
Wtnesses and the Unification Church. The Governnent banned
the former in 1972 on the grounds that it opposes mlitary
service, and its roughly 2,000 nenbers refuse to perform
mlitary service, salute the flag, or swear oaths of
all egiance to the State.”

c. Religion and ethnicity

“I'n the 1980s, nenbers of al
ethnic groups |ived and worked
toget her, dressed simlarly, and
shared equal access to all public
institutions and services.
Rel i gion, therefore, provided one of
the major markers of ethnic
boundari es.

Mal ays, for instance, would not eat at Chinese
restaurants or food stalls for fear of contam nation by pork,
and a Chinese, in this case, could not invite a Ml ay
coll eague to a festive banquet. Funerals of a traditional
and ethnically distinctive style were usually held even by
famlies that were not otherw se very religiously observant.

The Community Associ ations and the Singapore Touri st
Pronoti on Board encouraged the public cel ebration of such
ethnically distinctive and appropriately colorful and
noncontroversial festivals as the Chinese lantern festival
and t he dragon boat races.

The marri ages, divorces, and inheritances of nenbers of
religious communities and the managenent of properties and
endownent s dedicated to religious purposes were of concern to
t he governnent, which interacted with sone religious bodies
t hrough advi sory boards dating back to the colonial period.
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The Hi ndu Advi sory Board, established in 1917, advised
t he governnment on Hi ndu religion and custonms and on any
matters concerning the general welfare of the H ndu
community. It assisted the H ndu Endowrents Board, which
adm ni stered the four major H ndu tenples and their property,
in organi zing the annual festivals at the tenples. The Sikh
Advi sory Board acted in the same way for the Sikhs.”

d. Religious Change

“Mbder ni zati on and i nproved
education | evel s brought changes in
religious practice. The inflexible
wor k schedul es of industrialism which
tended to restrict conmmunal ritual to
eveni ngs and Sundays, and the |ack of
opportunity or inclination to devote
years to mastering cerenonial and
esoteric know edge, both contributed to
a general tendency toward ritual
sinplification and abbreviation.

At the sane tinme, prosperous citizens contributed |arge
suns to building funds, and in the 1980s a wave of rebuil ding
and refurbishing renewed the city's nosques, churches,

Chi nese tenpl es, Buddhi st nonasteries, and Hi ndu tenpl es.
Ethnic affiliation was denonstrated by public participation
in such annual rituals as processions, which did not require
el aborate training or study.

| M grants tended to drop or nodify religious and ritual
practices characteristic of and peculiar to the villages they
had conme from Hindu tenples founded in the nineteenth
century to serve mgrants of specific castes and to house
deities worshipped only in snmall regions of southeastern
I ndi a becane the tenples patronized by all H ndu residents of
near by apartnent conpl exes. They offered a generic South
| ndi an Hi ndui sm focused on major deities and festivals.
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Many Chi nese becanme nore sel f-consciously Buddhi st or
joined syncretic cults that pronoted ethics and were far
renmoved fromthe exorcismand sacrificial rituals of the
vill ages of Fujian and Guangdong.

The novenent away fromvillage practices was nost
clearly seen and nost articul ated anong the Ml ays, where
Islamc refornmers acted to replace the custonmary practices
(adat) of the various Ml ay-speaki ng societies of Java,
Sumatra, and Malaya with the precepts of classical Islamc
| aw - shari a.

By the | ate 1980s, sone Buddhi st organi zati ons were
W nni ng converts by follow ng the Protestant churches in
of fering services, hymbooks, and counseling in English and
Mandarin. A Buddhi st Society at the National University of
Si ngapore offered |l ectures and social activities simlar to
t hose of the popular Christian Fell owshi p.

Sone Chi nese secondary students
chose Buddhi sm as their conpul sory
religious studies subject, regarding
Confuci ani smas too di stant and
abstract and Bible study as too Western
and too difficult. They then were
likely to join Buddhist organizations,
whi ch of fered congeni al groups, use of
English, and a link with Asian cul tural
traditions.

In the |ate 1980s, other Chinese whitecollar and skilled
wor kers were joining the Japan-based Soka Gakkai (Val ue
Creation Society, an organi zation based on Nichiren
Buddhi sm), which provided a sinple, direct style of worship
featuring chanting of a few texts and fornulas and a w de
range of social activities. The nore successful religious
groups, Christian and Buddhist, offered directly accessible
religious practice with no el aborate ritual or difficult
doctrine and a supportive social group.
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In the 1980s, the governnent
regarded religion in general as a
positive social force that could
serve as a bul wark agai nst the
percei ved threat of Westernization
and the associ ated trends of
excessi ve individualismand | ack of
discipline. It nmade religious
educati on a conpul sory subject in al
secondary schools in the 1980s. The
governnment, although secul ar, was
concerned, however, with the soci al
consequences of religiously notivated
soci al action and therefore nonitored
and sonetines prohibited the
activities of religious groups.

The authorities feared that religion could sonetines
lead to social and inplicitly political action or to
contention between ethnic groups.

| sl am ¢ fundanentalism for exanple, was a very
sensitive topic that was sel dom publicly discussed.
Thr oughout the 1980s, the authorities were reported to have
made unpublicized arrests and expul sions of Islamc
activists.

The governnent restricted the activities of sone
Christian groups, such as the Jehovah's Wtnesses who opposed
mlitary service, and in 1987 the governnent detai ned a group
of Roman Catholic social activists, accusing them of using
church organi zati ons as cover for a Marxist plot.

The charismatic and
fundanent al i st Protestant groups,
t hough generally apolitical and
focused on individuals, aroused
of ficial anxiety through their drive
for nore converts. Authorities
feared that Christian proselytization
directed at the Mal ays woul d generate
resentnment, tensions, and possible
communal conflict.
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As early as 1974 the governnent had ‘advised the Bible
Soci ety of Singapore to stop publishing materials in Ml ay.
In late 1988 and early 1989, a series of |eaders, including
Prime Mnister Lee Kuan Yew, condemed ‘insensitive
evangel i zation’ as a serious threat to racial harnony.
Oficial restatenents of the virtue of and necessity for
religious tolerance were mxed with threats of detention
wi thout trial for religious extremsts.”

e. People with disabilities
“The Governnent inplenented a
conpr ehensi ve code on barrier-free
accessibility in 1990, which
established standards for facilities
for the physically disabled in all new
bui | di ngs and mandat ed t he progressive
upgradi ng of ol der structures.

Al though there is no legislation that addresses the
i ssue of equal opportunities for the disabled in education or
enpl oynent, the National Council of Social Services, in
conjunction with various voluntary associ ations, provides an
extensive job training and placenent programfor the
di sabled. Informal provisions in education have permtted
university matriculation for visually inpaired, deaf, and
physi cal | y di sabl ed students. The Governnent allows the
equi val ent of a $2,400 tax deduction for famlies with a
di sabl ed person.”

f. National/racial/ethnic minorities “The Indian and
Eur asi an communi ti es have achi eved econom ¢ and educati onal
success rates on a par with the magjority Chinese.

Mal ay Si ngaporeans, however, still have a | ower standard
of living, although the gap has dimnished in recent years.
Mal ays remai n underrepresented at the uppernost rungs of the
corporate | adder, and, sone have clained, in certain sectors
of the Governnent, a reflection of their historically |ower
educati on and econom c position, but also a result of
enpl oynment di scrimnation. Advertisenents sonetines specify
ethnicity and gender requirenents or require fluent Mandarin
speakers.
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The Constitution acknow edges the ‘special position of
Mal ays as the indi genous people of Singapore and charges the
Governnment to support and pronote their ‘political,
educational, religious, economc, social, and cultural
interests.’

A Presidential Council on Mnority Rights exam nes al
pending bills to ensure that they are not di sadvantageous to
a particular group. It also reports to the Governnent on
matters affecting any racial or religious conmunity and
i nvestigates conplaints.”

7. Resources for Further Study

a. Cross-cultural resources

Crai g, JoAnn Meriwether. Culture Shock! Singapore. (ISBN 1-
55868-108-6), Portland, Oregon: Gaphic Arts Center
Publ i shi ng, 1993.

Beg, borrow or purchase any book in this sereis. Highly
recommended by the Overseas Briefing Center, U S
Department of State. Detailed, in-depth treatnent of

I ssues.

Eu, Geoffrey and Ng Swee San. |Insight Guides--Singapore.
Si ngapore: APA Publications, 1990. AISO -915.957 S617

Aest hetically pleasing presentations of history,

peopl es, places, foods and travel tips. The beautiful
phot ographs, in National Geographic manner, nmake this a
vi sual |y appeal i ng seri es.
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Perera, Audrey. The Sinple Guide to Custons and Etiquette in
Si ngapore. (ISBN 1-86034-040-7), Kent, England: d obal Books,
Ltd., 1996.

H ghly recommended by the Overseas Briefing Center of
the U S. Departnment of State. Less detailed than the
Cul ture Shock! series, but a highly readable treatnent.

b. Biography, novels,
literature, poetry

M| ne, Robert S. Singapore: The Legacy of Lee Kuan Yew.
Boul der: Westview Press, 1990.
p Bosun Library: GCeneral DS598.S7 Mb3 1990

Nair, C V. Devan. Not By Wages Al one/ Sel ected Speeches and
Witings of C. V. Devan Nair, 1959-1981. Si ngapore: Singapore
Nat i onal Trades Uni on Congress, 1982.

p Bosun Library: General DS598.S7 N32 1982

Witten in comenoration of Nair’'s election to the
presidency in 1981. A strong advocate for the workers
and | abor uni ons, progress, and educati on.

c. Military topics

Allen, Louis. Singapore, 1941-1942. Newark, NJ: University
of Del aware Press, 1979.

Recomended by the Conbat Studies Institute of Ft.
Leavenwort h, Kansas.

d. News articles

Mydans, Seth. “The Smling Land (if People Obey).” New York
Ti nes, 13 Dec 1996, p. A6.

Account of the “Smle Singapore” canpaign to attract

tourists. “lImmgration officers have been provided with
small mrrors to check the quality of their smles.”
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Vocabulary List--Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Papua New Guinea, Singapore

Abangan (ah- BAHNG ahn) I ndi genous bl end of native and
Hi ndu- Buddhi st beliefs conbined with Islam c practices.

Gestapu Affair (ges-tah-P0O0) Indonesian nilitary coup
occurring on Septenber 1965. Blanme was pl aced on
Comruni sts. As a result, Indonesian citizens nust
align thenselves with a religious group.

Kartini Day (KAHR-tee-nee, 21 April) National Indonesian
hol i day comenorating the 1879 birth of Raden A eng
Kartini, a national hero and pioneer in the emancipation
of wonen.

NGO: Nongovernmental organization, dedicated prinarily to
humani tari an causes within a given country.

Pancasila (pahn- cha- SEE- | ah) Secul ari st | ndonesi an state
i deol ogy based on five principles, (1) belief in one
God, (2) humanitarianism (3) national unity, (4)
denocracy, and (5) social justice.

Pidgin (PIJ-ahn): National |anguage of Papua New Gui nea,
devel oped over generations by people of separate
t ongues.

Santri (sahn- TREE) Persons who are consciously and
exclusively Muslim who may renove thensel ves fromthe
secular world so great is their Mislimdevotion.

Singapore Muslim Religious Council: o gani zati on which
oversees Islamc and Malay affairs in Singapore.

Suharto (soo- HAHR-t oh, 1921 - ) Indonesian general and
| eader first elected to office in 1968.

Tudong(too- DONG Traditional head covering worn by many
Brunei Misli m wonen.
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Review Quiz: Brunel, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Papua New Guinea, Singapore

Part 1--Multiple Choice piace the
letter of the nbst correct answer in the
bl ank provi ded.

1. Pi dgin | anguage is used in which country?
a. Indonesia
b. Papua New Gui nea
c. Brune

2. The worl ds nost popul ous Muslimcountry is

a. Saudi Arabi a.
b. | ndonesi a.
c. Paki st an.

3. VWhat et hnic group makes up the highest percentage
(76% of Singapore citizens?

a. Indian

b. Chinese

c. Ml ays
4. In I ndonesia, H nduismis primarily associated with

the island of

a. Tinor.
b. Java.
C. Bali.
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5. What type of Buddhismis nost commonly found in

Si ngapor e?

a. Mahayana

b. Zen

c. Theravada
6. Due to oil and natural gas weal th, which I ndonesian
ar chi pel ago country has a world influence disproportionate to
its size?

a. Ml aysi a

b. Si ngapore

c. Brune
7. One of the five principles of Indonesia s Pancasila
IS

a. freedomto believe or not believe in god.
b. justice and civility anong peopl e.
c. governnent based on Islamc Sharia.

8. The terns Kabatinai and abangan describe the
_________ nature of | ndonesian Miuslim practi ce.

a. exclusive

b. syncretistic

c. fundanentali st

9. I n hi ghl and Papua New CGui nea society, wonen are

comonly viewed as

a. equal wth nen.
b. property.
C. superior to nen.

10. Roughl y, what percentage of the Papua New Cui nea
popul ation is Christian?

a. 10%

b. 33 %

c. 66%
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Part 2--True/False Piace a T or
an F in the blank provided.

1. I n Singapore, religion provides one of the nmgjor
mar kers of ethni c boundari es.

2. Under President’s Sukarno and Suharto of Indonesia,
t he governnent stresses strong inclusion of |slam
within political activity.

3. I n Papua New CGui nea society, violence against wonen
is not a preval ent problem

4. Chi nese religion, as practiced in Singapore,
i ncor por at es Buddhi st, Taoi st and fol k belief.

5. _ I n Si ngapore, the Muslim Religious Council has
little influence upon the Mislim popul ati on.

6. In practice, the governnent of Brunei routinely
restricts practice of non-Miuslimreligions.

7. Si ngapore’s Hi ndu popul ation practices strict
adherence to a caste system

8. The Mal aysi an governnent closely nonitors what it
considers as extrem st or deviant interpretations
of Islam

9. The aborted 1965 coup in Indonesia |led to al

citizens being required to register with a specific
religious denom nation/faith group or be suspected
of Conmuni st synpat hi es.

10. Et hni c Mal ay peoples of Malaysia are primarily
Muslim
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“Today, the real risk lies in hesitating, and the real payoff
will go to the bold, the innovative and the inventive.”
Admral WIIiam Onens
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